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YEAR IN REVIEW 

2011 



T alk about a year for the record 
books! 

Ask anyone and he’ll tell 
you — 2011 had it all. 

For Brooklyn, it was the best of 
times — the city spared Prospect Park’s 
geese from another lethal gassing; the 
Brooklyn Aviators had a banner season; 
and the Barclays Center inched one step 
closer to opening. 

But it was also the worst of times: A PTA mom swiped 
money meant for school trips; a madman cut a swath of 
terror across southern Brooklyn; and the Barclays Center 
inched one step closer to opening. 

Through it all, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per was there to boil it down for you 
(you’re welcome, Brooklyn!) as we 
continue our ongoing search for 
truth, knowledge and of course, 
important life lessons. 

The most important life lesson of 
2011: don’t Tweet pictures of your 
groin to anyone, especially if you’re 
a member of Congress with plans to be the next mayor. 

There’s a lot to sort through, so, before you shove 2011 
into a drawer, check out our handy “year that was” guide. 

At the very least, it’ll help you put together a few New 
Year’s resolutions. 



THE YEAR IN BIKE 
LANES: PAGE 2 


JANUARY 

Pedaling tickets: Cops declare war on bicyclists, an- 
nouncing that they will ticket renegade riders who speed, 
disobey traffic signals and signs, tailgate, and fail to signal 
before turning. The ferocity of the NYPD’s bikelash ebbs 
over the year, but cops redouble their campaign in Pros- 
pect Park in the fall after a few bicycle collisions leave two 
women brain damaged. 

Grimm beginning: Rep. Michael Grimm 
(R-Bay Ridge) the Marine and former FBI 
agent who trounced Rep. Michael McMahon 
(D-Bay Ridge) in 2010 is sworn into office 
and becomes an overnight media darling. Re- 
porters quickly take notice of Grimm, when, 
after a gunman seriously wounds Rep. Gabri- 
elle Giffords (D -Arizona), he says all members 
of congress should pack heat if they want. 

Smoking Williamsburg: Tobacco giant R.J. Reyn- 
olds starts selling a Williamsburg version of its Camel cig- 
arettes and immediately brands the trendy neighborhood 
as being “about last call, a sloppy kiss goodbye and a solo 
saunter to a rock show in an abandoned building.” Our re- 
porter, and proud smoker, Andy Campbell took umbrage 
with the depiction, but was more upset that the new smokes 
didn’t taste like Williamsburg at all — they just tasted like 
Camel cigarettes. 

FEBRUARY 

PTA pinch: Cobble Hill PTA mom Providence Hogan 
is accused of stealing more than $80,000 meant for school 
events and trips — using the money 
to pay for fertility treatments and the 
rent on her Atlantic Avenue salon. Ho- 
gan, who we branded as Brooklyn’s 
“Momstrocity,” is arrested in March. 
She quickly tries to hammer out a re- 
payment plan with prosecutors — but 
then claims she can’t pay all the money 
back right away. In October, a gush- 
ing New York Times column depicting 
Hogan as a hapless neighborhood pariah encourages some 
to help the business owner pay off her debt. 

Dog-gone it: Two Carroll Gardens dog food makers are 
so confident in their product that they decide to eat it for an 
entire month. Former Brooklyn Paper editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man joins in the fun and tries some of the dog food — which 
he says isn’t too bad with a little hot sauce mixed in. 

Pole position: Borough President Markowitz gets panned 
for allowing exercise teacher Stephanie Mancuso pole dance 
on stage during his gushingly positive State of the Borough 
Address at a Sunset Park school, but the longtime Prospect 
Park West bike lane opponent gets high marks for riding a 
two -wheeler into the theater. 

MARCH 

Send in the clowns: Ringling Bros, and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus decides not to put up its tents in Coney Island 
this summer. The one -ring Vidbel Circus fills the void, but 
closes six weeks earlier than expected after drawing as few 
as 15 customers a night. 

Sports bar stump: With the Barclays Center half up, 
opponents of the controversial project turn their vitriol against 
Prime 6, a sports bar opening across the street from the 
arena. Prime 6 is ultimately allowed to open, although it 
remains closed — at least so far. 

Goose love fest: Bird lovers hold 
a “Hands Around the Lake” protest, 
demanding that the city end its geese 
eradication protocols in Prospect Park. 

The geese are eventually spared - but 
only because the city did such a bang- 
up job gassing geese in 2010. 

APRIL 

Happy days!: The 2010 census numbers come in — 
and the Columbia Street Waterfront District is named the 
gayest neighborhood in the borough! 

The Music's over: Opponents against Borough Pres- 
ident Markowitz’s controversial plan to build a $65 mil- 
lion amphitheater at Asser Levy Park force him to move 
his popular Summer Seaside Concert Series. The concerts 
are moved further into Coney Island — but they’re never 
quite the same. 

Takeru taken away: Six-time Na- 
than’s hot dog eating champion Takeru 
Kobayashi receives the biggest setback 
of his stomach-churning career — he’s 
removed from the Nathan’s Famous Wall 
of Fame. Kobayashi doesn’t participate 
in this year’s gladiatorial gut-fest, opting 
to hold a “simultaneous” competition at 
a rooftop bar in Manhattan instead. The stunt backfires when 
Kobayashi is accused of an illegal bun drop, which would have 
gotten him disqualified in Coney Island. 

MAY 

Music mayhem: Greenpoint and Williamsburg residents 
pressure promoters into cutting the number of concerts on 
the Kent Avenue waterfront because its crowds have become 
rowdy — kicking off a summer-long showdown that would 
result in a change in venue three blocks away. 

Courting Muslims: Sheepshead Bay residents against 

See 2011 on page 2 






MURDER MYSTERY 


Cops: Rubin was in money trouble, knew his killer 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Murdered Ditmas Park cafe 
owner Josh Rubin may have been 
moonlighting as a drug dealer 
— and might have even known 
his killer. 

So say authorities here and in 
the Keystone State who continue 
to disagree on where exactly the 
well-liked businessman was fa- 
tally shot before being set on fire 
and dumped off a remote Penn- 
sylvania road less than a day af- 
ter leaving his Kensington home 
on Halloween. 



Josh Rubin (left) and the forensic sketch released by the 
Lehigh County District Attorney's office on Nov. 16. 


Neither the NYPD nor the 
South Whitehall Police Depart- 
ment can say where Rubin was 
killed or why it took investiga- 
tors nearly two months to iden- 
tify his charred remains, even 
though he was found less than 
two hours from Brooklyn. Rubin 
was last seen leaving his apart- 
ment on Lawrence Avenue on 
Oct. 31 around 9 pm. 

The NYPD says the investiga- 
tion belongs in Lehigh County, Pa. 
but Keystone cops refute that. 

“The speculation is that the 
See MURDER on page 2 


It started on 
Halloween... 

News of Josh Rubin's 
murder has shaken Dit- 
mas Park, where he had 
just opened his popular, 
but struggling, Whisk Bak- 
ery Cafe. Here's how it all 
went down: 

• Oct. 31 f afternoon: 
Josh Rubin works his shift 
at the cafe, but is seen look- 
ing distraught and chain- 
smoking, according to pa- 
trons. 

• Oct. 31 # evening: Ru- 
bin phones in the next day’s 
bagel order and leaves his 
apartment on foot around 
9 pm to meet a friend, said 
his roommates. 

See TIMELINE on page 2 



Pastor Daniel Meeter of the Old First Reformed Church on 
Seventh Avenue shows off the chunks of plaster that fell 
from the sanctuary's 60-foot-high ceiling. 


SWEET CHARITY 

Flock helps crumbling Park Slope church 


By Daniel Bush 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The faithful at Park Slope’s 
Old First Reformed Church have 
started donating money to fix the 
building’s crumbling sanctuary 
— which was closed for Christ- 
mas amid fears that huge hunks of 
plaster would rain down on con- 
gregants — but the church hasn’t 
even asked for help yet! 

Pastor Daniel Meeter hoped 
that a fundraising drive in the 


spring would raise enough money 
for ceiling repairs, but donations 
are already pouring in from con- 
gregants who want to see the Sev- 
enth Avenue landmark’s sanc- 
tuary reopened as quickly as 
possible. 

“We haven’t even started and 
people are already sending us 
money,” Meeter said. “Someone 
just left an anonymous $3,000 
donation.” 

The overwhelming response 


came after Meter closed off the 
1,100 seat sanctuary to holiday 
services, thinking that sections of 
the 60 -foot ceiling — some more 
than a foot long — would rain 
down on the pews below and give 
everyone a blue Christmas. 

The sanctuary started falling 
apart in September. Last month, 
a team of engineers determined 
that the entire ceiling needed to 
be repaired, Meeter said, adding 
See CHURCH on page 2 


Teen: Cops tricked me 

Charges massive iPhone sting was illegal 


By Dan MacLeod 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A Dyker Heights college fresh- 
man claims that cops tricked him 
into breaking the law during a 
massive citywide iPhone sting 
that nabbed more than 40 Brook- 
lynites — and now the teen’s fa- 
ther wants to sue the city. 

A man working with police lied 
to 19-year-old Rob Tester about 
a “stolen” iPhone he was sell- 
ing, then cops arrested Tester for 
theft when he bought it, claims 
the teen’s father, who says police 
entrapped his kid by using a sob 
story about not having enough 
money for Christmas. 



Dyker Heights teen Robert 
Tester says he was tricked 
into buying an iPhone on 
the street — then was sum- 
marily arrested. 


Tester says the NYPD opera- 
tive ambushed him when he left 
McKinley Park Library on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway last Wednes- 
day and was duped into paying 
$20 for an iPhone he didn’t want 
— which the man claimed he 
bought legally. 

The Manhattan Borough 
Community College student 
said the peddler ignored his re- 
fusals, claiming that he didn’t 
have enough money to feed his 
daughter on Christmas. After sev- 
eral tries, the informant eventu- 
ally persuaded Tester to buy the 
smartphone, which retails for 
See STING on page 2 



Toasting 'Death' 

Jonathan Ames, the creator of "Bored to Death," held a 
wake for his canceled TV show on Dec. 21 at the Brook- 
lyn Inn in Boerum Hill. Friends, including graphic novel- 
ist Dean Haspiel (right), and fans showed up in droves. 
See more on page 3. 


Councilman by day, bassman by night 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Play it again, Steve! 

Councilman Steve Levin reunited with 
his college band, Stylofone, this weekend 
at Brooklyn Bowl — with the Greenpoint 
political powerhouse donning a flannel 
shirt and playing bass. 

It’s almost like he fit in with his con- 
stituents! 

Levin has been a big name in some circles 
ever since winning a seven-way Democratic 
primary in 2009 and going on to become one 
of the Council’s youngest members. 

But he’s best known as the bassist in 
the scrappy indie rock quartet that fea- 



Steve Levin at a reunion show of his 
college band at Brooklyn Bowl. 


tured Jason Klauber, Simon O’Connor 
and Will Berman — a band that was the 
toast of the New England liberal arts col- 
lege rock scene since 2002. 

Stylofone toured for several years un- 
til its guitar-wielding archrivals, MGMT, 
stole Berman to be their drummer. Levin 
joined the band in 2002 and left in 2006, 
claiming artistic difference (he wanted to 
work in the nonprofit public sector while 
bandmates wanted to play music). 

But Levin says he never lost touch with 
his rock star friends or his creative side. 

“It’s a great love of mine to do music and 
play music,” said Levin. “We’ve had a lot of 
fun over the past couple of weeks.” 


More than 150 people showered Sty- 
lofone with love during the coveted 1 am 
Sunday night timeslot. Levin got to play 
a bass solo before the band closed out its 
hour-long set with two of his favorite songs, 
“Nighttime” and “Hotstepper.” Even Sty- 
lofone ’s old foe, MGMT’s Ben Goldwas- 
ser, stopped by to see the show and party 
with his friends well into the night. 

Levin says he loves playing with the 
band, but won’t quit his day job to join 
MGMT anytime soon. 

“I think they have their own bass 
player — he’s a good friend of mine,” 
said Levin. “It gets a little muddy with 
two basses.” 


Kruger’s cash 

Disgraced pol could still 
collect $70G while in prison 


By Dan MacLeod 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State Sen. Carl Kruger is going 
to have plenty of cash on hand for 
soap and cigarettes in prison. 

The disgraced pol who pled 
guilty to federal corruption 
charges last week could collect 
an estimated $70,000-a-year pen- 
sion for the rest of his life. 

Kruger (D-Brighton Beach) is 
facing up to 50 years in prison 
after admitting in a blubbering 
confession that he sold his polit- 
ical clout for nearly $1 million in 


bribes from deep-pocketed lob- 
byists and developers. 

The eight-term legislator’s 
asteroid-like descent from head 
of the senate’s powerful Finance 
Committee to political pariah was 
a striking fall from grace — but 
the pension he’s collecting may 
cushion the blow. 

According to the Albany 
Times-Union, Kruger could be 
eligible to collect $69,534.61 a 
year — about $10,000 less than 
the yearly $79,500 salary he was 
making before he resigned last 


BUGS creeping closer 

New charter school gets ready to sting Slope 


D'town to city: 
Give us eyesore! 

By Kate Briquelet 

The Brooklyn Paper 


By Natalie O’Neill 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A new charter school run by a 
team of former corporate honchos 
wants to take public school space 
from the city in order to serve Park 
Slope middle schoolers — prompt- 
ing mixed emotions from parents 
who are happy to see more school 


options, but hate the idea of priva- 
tized public education. 

Founders of Brooklyn Urban 
Garden Charter School — which 
goes by the acronym “BUGS” — 
says the public, 300-student, sci- 
ence-focused school will serve 
sixth to eighth graders in Dis- 
trict 15 as early as next fall, al- 



State officials say disgraced 
state Sen. Carl Kruger will be 
able to keep his pension. 


week. 

“The feds may be able to go 
after parts of his pension, but 
there isn’t a mechanism for us 
[to take it away from him],” a 
spokesman for the state comp- 
See KRUGER on page 2 


though it has not yet secured a 
location. 

“[BUGS] will be a vibrant 
learning community dedicated to 
stewardship of the environment,” 
notes the school’s brochure. “We 
aim to provide [the district] with 
a high-quality, innovative mid- 
See BUGS on page 2 


Brooklyn’s high-tech CEOs are 
calling on the city to give up its 
long-vacant eyesore at 370 Jay St. 
so that NYU can transform it into 
a flashy science center — the lat- 
est in a salvo of publicity for the 
cutting-edge project. 

On Wednesday morning, big- 
wigs from DUMBO’s Etsy and 
Small Planet rallied with local pols 
outside the vacant MTA build- 
ing, saying it would create a pool 
of talent for their firms. 

“A lot of companies inDUMBO 
are hiring kids out of school,” 
said Gavin Fraser, CEO of Small 
Planet, an iPad and iPhone app 
development firm. “What we 
need now is access to qualified 
talent.” 

Downtown boosters have 
been frantically pushing the 
city to donate its massive build- 
ing near Willoughby Street to 
NYU since October, when the 
private mega-university proposed 
the “Center for Urban Science 
and Progress.” 

Local business groups even 
rolled out a print ad campaign this 
month to urge Mayor Bloomberg 
to “Get Smart” and approve the 
school — which would be a 



Community leaders rallied 
on Wednesday. (From left) 
Zephrin Lasker, CEO of 
Pontiflex; Alexandra Sica, 
executive director of the 
DUMBO Improvement 
District; state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron and Borough 
President Markowitz. 


partnership with giants such 
as IBM and would focus on 
making cities safer and more 
energy-efficient. 

NYU presented its plans this 
fall, after the MTA announced 
it would finally sell or lease its 
See EYESORE on page 2 
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The year in bike lanes 


I f there was one story that 
captured the imaginations 
and spleens of our readers 
this year, it was the loathed 
and loved Prospect Park West 
bike lane. There was a law- 
suit, several mass rallies, and 
even a Sphinx-like, bike -rid- 
ing senator who happens to 
be married to the bike lane’s 


biggest opponent. Here’s a 
lookback at how the 17-block 
path became the most con- 
troversial slab of cement out- 
side of the Gaza Strip. 

Battle is on!: A well- 
connected group of bike 
lane foes — headed by for- 
mer Transportation Com- 
missioner Iris Weinshall 


and former Sanitation Com- 
missioner Norman Steisel — 
launch a plan in January to 
sue the city after it removed 
a lane of car traffic to install 
a two-way bike lane. 

Cyclists stick up for their 
embattled bike path, saying 
the well-connected group of 
opponents doesn’t represent 


bike -lovin’ Brooklyn. 

Lane lovers: Hundreds 
of cyclists stage a ride in 
Park Slope to show support 
for their beloved bike route 
in April, handing out buttons 
that read, “We ride the lane!” 
Councilman Brad Lander (D- 
Park Slope) releases a study 
that backs that up. 


Swear to tell: Lawyers 
subpoena Lander and Khan in 
July to testify in court about 
fudged bike lane data. 

Ride on!: A judge rules in 
August that the bike lane foe’s 
lawsuit is “without merit” — 
and the city wins the mam- 
moth case on a minor statue 
of limitations technicality. 


The bike lane stays — for 
now. Lane foes say they in- 
tend to file another suit. 

Bikelash: In December, 
cyclists slam the city for 
abandoning a planned bike 
path on Plaza Street West 
that was supposed to link 
up with the Prospect Park 
West lane. 


MURDER 


TIMELINE... 


Continued from page 1 

• Nov. 1 : Rubin doesn’t 
show up for his opening 
shift at Whisk — the day 
his first rent payment is 
due, claims co-op president 
Chris Houghton. A door- 
man notices something is 
awry when the bagel deliv- 
ery isn’t picked up. Around 
the same time — nearly 100 
miles away — a road worker 
clearing branches after a 
storm in Lehigh County, Pa. 
finds Rubin’s smoldering 
corpse in an apple orchard. 
Police from the S. White- 
hall Township receive a call 
about the body at 8:39 am, 
but find that it is burned be- 
yond recognition. Back in 
Brooklyn, police from the 
70th Precinct file a miss- 
ing person report. 

• Nov. 2: Worker Paige 
Lipari shows up to open 


Whisk, which remains 
open for two hours until 
she learns from a customer 
that Rubin is missing and 
closes up. The Brooklyn Pa- 
per learns that Rubin was 
trying to sell the cafe he 
had opened less than two 
months before. Police from 
the 70th Precinct say that 
Rubin was in a “depressed 
state” around the time of 
his disappearance and note 
that he suffered from bipo- 
lar disorder. 

• Nov. 3: Rubin’s fam- 
ily creates the “Find Josh 
Rubin” Facebook page and 
Google map to coordinate 
a search. 

• Nov. 4: Rubin’s fam- 
ily hires private investi- 
gator and former NYPD 
Det. Eric Lopez to assist 
police. Lopez checks hos- 
pitals, morgues and even 


the Occupy Wall Street en- 
campment at Zuccotti Park 
in Manhattan. 

• Nov. 5: Friends and 
family flood the borough 
with missing posters. 

• Nov. 16:DitmasPark 
resident and musician Zach 
Boyce says Rubin was about 
to sublet his apartment to 
him before he vanished. 

On the same day, Penn- 
sylvania police release 
sketches of Rubin. Le- 
high County’s district at- 
torney says he believes that 
Rubin, whose identity was 
still unknown at this point, 
was killed somewhere else 
and then dumped and set on 
fire in the Keystone State, 
according to the radio sta- 
tion WFMZ. 

• Nov. 19: Rubin’s fam- 
ily holds a press conference 
on the steps of the 70th Pre- 
cinct on Lawrence Avenue 
— half a block away from 
Rubin’s old apartment — 
and announces a $5,000 re- 


ward for information about 
his whereabouts. No police 
show up. 

• Nov. 28-Dec. 2: Eric 
Lopez receives an errone- 
ous tip from an anonymous 
source that Rubin is in Co- 
ney Island. 

• Dec. 5: The NYPD 
transfers the case over to its 
“Missing Persons” squad, 
and says the case is no lon- 
ger a criminal matter 

• Dec. 21: Authorities 
in Lehigh County identify 
the body as Josh Rubin’s 
through DNA testing. 

• Dec. 22: Distraught 
neighbors and patrons set 
up a small memorial in front 
of the shuttered cafe. Po- 
lice say they believe Ru- 
bin knew his killer. 

• Dec. 24: The New 
York Post reports that 
Rubin was dealing mar- 
ijuana. 

• Dec. 27: Josh Rubin is 
buried in Warwick, Rhode 
Island — his home state. 


Continued from page 1 
homicide occurred some- 
where else and the body 
was dumped here,” said Da- 
vid Gross, a spokesman for 
the South Whitehall Police 
Department. 

But the NYPD dis- 
agrees. 

“His body was found in 
Pennsylvania, that’s where 
the investigation is right 
now,” said an NYPD spokes- 
man. 

A separate NYPD source, 
a high-ranking official who 
requested anonymity, said 
his department believes Ru- 
bin might have been famil- 
iar with his assassin. 

“It looks like [the killer] 
was definitely somebody that 
knew him,” said the official. 
“He was trying to get money 
and may have been involved 
with [the wrong crowd] to 
make a couple of bucks.” 

Rubin, whose first rent 
payment on his struggling 
Whisk Bakery Cafe was due 
on the same day that his body 
was found in an apple orchard 
in southeastern Pennsylva- 
nia — was trying to unload 
large amounts of marijuana 
on friends, according to the 


New York Post, which also 
reported that Rubin owed 
$14,000 to creditors and that 
his credit card was used at a 
New York mall the day after 
his body was found. 

Lehigh County District 
Attorney James Martin 
said Rubin was in debt, but 
disputed the $20,000 figure 
coined last week by the New 
York Times. 

“That’s a mistake,” he 
said. “He owed some rent 
to his landlord, I believe for 
the cafe [but] I don’t know 
exactly what that amount 
was.” 

Pennsylvanian authorities 
found Rubin within the 48- 
hour window that investiga- 
tors say is crucial to solving 
a crime, but were unable to 
make a positive identifica- 
tion until a DNA match was 
made last week. Several po- 
lice sketches on what Rubin 
could have looked like before 
he was burned were distrib- 
uted in the hope that some- 
one would recognize him, 
but no one did. 

Rubin, who hailed from 
Rhode Island, was recalled as 
being jittery in the hours be- 
fore he vanished, according 


to regulars who saw him out- 
side his cafe chain-smoking 
and talking on the phone. 

“I saw him that evening 
looking very upset,” said a 
resident of the co-op above 
the cafe, who would only 


identify herself as Eileen. 
“He couldn’t even talk to 
me.” 

Rubin, whose disappear- 
ance fueled a massive search 
effort, also tried to sublet his 
apartment in the days before 


he went missing, said Zach 
Boyce, who was going to rent 
Rubin’s room. 

Residents set up an altar of 
candles and flowers outside 
the Whisk Cafe on Thursday 
to remember Rubin. 


“He had a really great 
smile and created a won- 
derful cafe,” said Elsa Al- 
verio, who stopped by the 
memorial. “I just don’t see 
how someone like this would 
be murdered.” 


BUGS. 

Continued from page 1 
die school option to reduce 
overcrowding.” 

It also notes the school is 
“a community-based proj- 
ect” instead of a controversial 
“charter management group” 

— where charter leaders are 
accused of making six-fig- 
ure salaries while taking up 


• • 

rent-free space at city public 
schools. 

The Brooklyn Urban Gar- 
den Charter School may claim 
to be neighborhood friendly, 
but the resumes of its found- 
ing team members tell a dif- 
ferent story: the majority of 
them have held positions as 
corporate executives at compa- 


nies including Ford Financial, 
Deutsche Bank and Barclays 
Capital. Many have more ex- 
perience in the corporate world 
than with public education. 

It’s one indication they are 
more than simple, community 
do-gooders: They are business- 
savvy executives with much 
to gain from rent-free pub- 
lic school space, some par- 
ents charge. 

“We want good, commu- 
nity based-public schools — 


EYESORE... 


Continued from page 1 
offices above the Jay Street 
subway station — a structure 
that city officials pushed the 
cash-strapped agency to sell 
for years. 

The university is just one 
contender in the city’s contest 
that provides free real estate in 
exchange for a world-class sci- 
ence campus on Governors Is- 
land, the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
and Roosevelt Island. Cornell 
won the bid for Roosevelt Is- 
land this week. 


But NYU was high on 
Downtown, designing a 
glassy futuristic school that 
fits in with its existing Poly- 
technic campus in Metro - 
tech Center — a group of 
11 mixed-use buildings be- 
tween Flatbush Avenue Ex- 
tension and Jay Street. 

If the school wins, it would 
move into a 60,000-square- 
foot space at 1 Metrotech 
Center as soon as fall, 2013. 
Then the university would re- 
furbish 370 Jay St. and turn it 


into a research lab and startup 
space by 2016. 

A host of elected officials 
including Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) are hailing 
the applied sciences school 
as another way to revitalize 
Downtown. 

“Brooklyn is bigger than 
basketball and burgers,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) — refer- 
ring to the ballyhooed open- 
ing of Shake Shack and the 
incoming Barclays Center. 
“Now is the time to culti- 
vate brains.” 


notprivatizednew ones,” said 
Park Slope mom and activ- 
ist Gloria Mattera. “Buy your 
own building.” 

Public charter schools pick 
students via lottery and offer 
a more flexible curriculum 
than district schools. Brook- 
lyn Urban Garden Charter 
School students, for exam- 
ple, will spend more time out- 
side planting, designing gar- 
dens and studying nature. 

But creative curriculum 
and high test scores have 
not stopped charter schools 
from igniting fiery fights in 
the district, like in the case 
of Eva Moskowitz’s Success 
Charter Network, which hun- 
dreds of Cobble Hill parents 
and teachers rallied against at 
a recent Department of Edu- 


cation hearing. 

Many parents are against 
putting charter schools into 
operating school buildings, 
claiming that it takes away 
classrooms frompublic school 
children and forces everyone 
to compete for shared gym, li- 
brary and cafeteria space. 

Yet Mark Kolman — a 
member ofthe ofthe District 15 
Community Education Coun- 
cil who has opposed inappro- 
priate charter co -locations in 
the past — said the Brooklyn 
Urban Charter School would 
likely be good for the area. 

“I don’t see it hurting any- 
thing at this point; the neigh- 
borhood needs more middle 
schools,” he said. “But it is cer- 
tainly a business.” 

A fast-paced business, it 


seems: Brooklyn Urban Char- 
ter School co-founder Susan 
Tenner — a former executive 
at Intel — did not have time to 
talk about the school when we 
reached her, noting via e-mail, 
“I have back-to-backmeetings 
right now.” 

Co -founder Miriam Nun- 
berg, alawyer — and one ofthe 
few founders who has worked 
as ateacher — didnotrespond 
to calls and e-mails. 

Department of Education 
officials noted the school’s 
co-location is, by no means, 
a done deal. 

“We are in discussion with 
the school to identify what 
their needs are and whether 
we would be able to find them 
an appropriate space,” said 
spokesman Frank Thomas. 


KRUGER... 
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troller explained. 

State employees automati- 
cally pay into aretirement fund 
during the course of their ca- 
reer, the spokesman said, add- 
ing that Kruger, 62,hasn’tfiled 
for retirement yet. 

Kruger’s pension may help 
pad his canteen account — a 
type of prison bank that will 
allow him to purchase a few 
additional necessities while in 
the big house — but the be- 


leaguered pol says he’s going 
to need his pension to pay his 
bills. 

Benjamin Brafman, Kru- 
ger’s high-profile attorney, 
told our sister publication, 
the New York Post, that the 
crooked pol is flat broke, even 
though he currently lives in 
a $1. 8-million seaside man- 
sion on Mill Island. 

“Despite all of the stories 
to the contrary, Sen. Kruger 
personally has always main- 


tained a very modest lifestyle,” 
Brafman told the Post. “Other 
than his state salary and state 
pension, he has no other as- 
sets whatsoever.” 

Albany insiders dispute 
this, telling the Post that Kru- 
ger has hidden his wealth by 
buying luxury goods — like 
a $200,000 Bentley — and 
putting them in other peo- 
ple’s names. Many of these 
so-called assets are ownedby 
Michael Turano — Kruger’s 
alleged lover who also pled 
guilty to corruption charges 
last week — and Turano ’s 
family, they claim. 


STING 

Continued from page 1 
$200 and up. 

“He was really persistent, I 
felt sympathy,” Tester said. 

Once he forked over the 
money, four cops rushed up 
to cuff him, according to 
Tester, who spent the next 
26 hours locked up in cen- 
tral booking. 

Tester was one of 141 sus- 
pects arrested for possession of 
stolen items during these city- 
wide NYPD stings. Most of 


Happy New Year 
Greetings 

FROM YOURHFRIENDS AT 


the arrests took place at con- 
venience stores, newsstands, 
delis, barber shops and other 
business — including nine in 
Bensonhurst, six in Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights, two inFlat- 
lands, and six in Williamsburg. 
Police say the operation was 
one of its finest hours, and that 
the suspects were well aware 
that they were buying pinched 
merchandise. 

“They were clearly told the 
items were stolen as the rea- 
son for them being offered for 
sale so cheaply,” said NYPD 
spokesman Paul Browne. 

But an employee at an 86th 
Street newsstand backs Tes- 
ter’s story. The man, who spoke 
on the condition of anonym- 
ity, said cops snagged another 
man in front of a nearby store 
under similarly dubious cir- 
cumstances. 

“[The guy working with po- 
lice] never said it was a stolen 
phone, he said that he bought 
it from an Apple store the day 
before, but now he needed the 
money for his wife,” the news- 
stand clerk said. 

Tester’s irate father said 


he has hired a lawyer to sue 
the city for making an ille- 
gal arrest. 

“[The cops] need to un- 
derstand that they can’t do 
this, they should be losing 
their badges,” Robert Tester 
Sr. fumed. 

Matthew Galluzzo, Tes- 
ter’s layer, said the 19-year- 
old would not have broken the 
law if the cops didn’t trick him 
into doing so. 

“If a police officer comes 
up and says, ‘I own this thing,’ 
that is not stolen, you don’t 
have a right to arrest that per- 
son,” said Galluzzo. “It’s en- 
trapment.” 

Cops shrugged off Tes- 
ter’s claims, but his arrest has 
steamed at least one area pol: 
Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) immediately 
fired off a letter to Commis- 
sioner Ray Kelly demanding 
action. 

“Trying to root out mer- 
chants who are known dealers 
in stolen electronics is one mat- 
ter,” he wrote in the letter dated 
Dec. 22. “Luring unsuspect- 
ing and otherwise law-abid- 
ing teenagers to ‘buy’ goods 
from undercover officers is an- 
other matter entirely.” 
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that the congregation is still 
estimating how much the ren- 
ovation will cost — and how 
long it will take. 

This year’s Christmas Eve 
service — which typically 
draws 400 congregants — was 
held in the Church’s second- 
floor Sunday school hall. 

Only 150 people attended 
Christmas Eve and Christ- 
mas mass, but Meeter put a 
positive spin on the slimmed- 
down service. 

“The service was very in- 
timate,” Meeter said. “It was 


kind of wonderful.” 

Congregants said they 
were prepared for a long 
renovation, but sorry the 
sanctuary was taken away 
from them. 

“It was the timing that 
made it so difficult,” said 
Kyle Pope. 

The Park Slope institu- 
tion was built in 1891 and 
is known for its towering 
stone steeple, Tiffany stained 
glass windows, and bevy of 
community services and pro- 
grams, including a men’s 
homeless shelter. 


2011 ... 
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the mosque slated for Voorhies Avenue take their fight 
from the sidewalk to the courtroom, but a judge shoots 
down claims that the mosque violates zoning rules, al- 
lowing the house of worship to be built. 

Burning up: Smokers across the borough throw a 
fit when the city threatens to ticket them if they were 
caught lighting up in public parks. 

In memoriam: An adorable baby gosling born in the 
wake of last year’s mass goose slaughter died in Pros- 
pect Park at the end of the month under unknown cir- 
cumstances. 

JUNE 

Rep. Twitterpants: Congress- 
man Anthony Weiner can’t say “with 
certitude” that his groin was de- 
picted in a photo sent from his Twit- 
ter account, but insists that the so- 
cial network was hacked. He resigns 
in shame two weeks later. 

Cover up!: An ultra- orthodox religious group bans 
women from wearing tank tops and short-sleeve shirts 
in South Williamsburg, even on days when tempera- 
tures climbed to 100 degrees! 

Street naming controversy: Atheists railed against 
a portion of Richard Street renamed “Seven in Heaven” 
to honor a group of fallen firefighters because street 
names shouldn’t denote the presence of an almighty 
power — or where it hangs its hat. 

JULY 

Love conquers all: Brook- 
lynites rejoice when gay marriages 
are performed for the first time 
in state history at Brooklyn Bor- 
ough Hall. 

Down and out: Park advo- 
cates push the city to fund a promised park at the Bush- 
wick Inlet, but the city says its too poor to buy parcels 
necessary to build it. 

Broken promises: Workers vow to hold a monthly 
protest at the Barclays Center arena until Forest City 
Ratner Companies follows through on its promise to 
give the community thousands of construction jobs. The 
protests peter out by the fall — the demonstrators must 
have gotten work somewhere else. 


Shaken up: An 18-sec- 
ond earthquake and Hurri- 
cane Irene catches every- 
one off guard, but does 
little damage. 

Occupy Brooklyn 
Bridge Park: State law- 
makers sign off on a deal 
to allow housing in Brooklyn Bridge Park, and even a 
hotel — a move that will allow the state to finish build- 
ing the park and maintain it in the future. 

Icy welcome: Barclays Center officials say their 
arena, which will already host the Brooklyn Nets next 
year, would be the perfect home for the New York Is- 
landers. 

Building up: Forest City Ratner Companies says 
its ready to build a 33 -story residential tower on Dean 
Street next door, but he’ll just be slapping together pre- 
fabricated parts. Shovels are expected to go into the 
ground next year. 

SEPTEMBER 

Call a gynecologist: In what will no doubt be re- 
membered as the biggest story by any news organiza- 
tion in 2011, the infamous “Vagina Tree,” suffered an 
untimely demise at the hands of Hurricane Irene. 

H Heft a liter: In bar sports, South 
Slope legend Rogelio Juarez, had a 
strong run in the annual mug-holding 
competition at Der Schwarze Kol- 
ner in Fort Greene, but ultimately 
fell in the national competition in 
Central Park. 

Disco no more: Speaking of 
bars, Bay Ridge — once known 
for having a dance club on every street corner in its 
lustier days following “Saturday Night Fever” — has 
been waging a quiet war with loud clubs in recent years, 
making the neighborhood more akin to the little town 
in “Footloose.” 

Life after Weiner: Bob Turner (R-Midwood) stomps 
Democratic challenger David Weprin in the race for dis- 
graced Rep. Anthony Weiner’s seat. Weprin say Presi- 
dent Obama’s poor pol numbers hurt him. Others blamed 
the Democratic pol’s mustache. 

OCTOBER 

My pal, Khadafy: In a strangely touching tale, Louis 
Schlamowitz, Canarsie’s famed autograph hound, re- 
calls his time as a penpal with Libyan strongman Moam- 
mar Khadafy, the eccentric authoritarian ruler who took 
time from his day job of turning Libya into one of the 
world’s most repressive regimes to 
correspond with the retired florist 
for more than two decades. 

Crowning achievement: Bush- 
wick artist Marni Kotak gives birth 
in a tiny studio as part of her lat- 
est performance piece, “The Birth 
of Baby X.” Was it art? A cheap 
stunt? Just really gross? It was all 
of the above! 

Occupy Brooklyn: The phenomenon that started 
with a few dirty people sleeping in Zuccotti Park and 
turned into a worldwide movement finally touched down 
in Brooklyn, where a crowd marched on Grand Army 
Plaza, and local pols fell over each other to be seen with 
the “99 percent.” 

NUVEMBER 

Where's Josh?: Ditmas Park cafe owner Josh Ru- 
bin goes missing on Halloween amid financial and emo- 
tional strain. His family, the police, and a private detec- 
tive conduct an exhaustive search for him, but the quest 
ends on a sad note: Rubin’s found murdered in Penn- 
sylvania. 

It Ant Art: The Brooklyn 
Museum went toe to toe against 
incensed borough Diocese offi- 
cials over a controversial film 
that briefly depicted ants crawl- 
ing on a crucifix. Was it art? 
Our Butcher of Flatbush Ave- 
nue Extension thought so. 
Getting jerked around: A fearless Prospect Park 
ranger caught an armed pot- smoking masturbator grat- 
ifying himself near a playground. Normally, you’d ex- 
pect a brave act like this to be followed by some kind of 
award. But in Andrew Marsala’s case, the city slapped 
him on the wrist for not calling the cops first. 

Naked rampage: It was the biggest story to come 
out of Bay Ridge all year — according to our webmaster 
— an unhinged granny went totally berserk on a quiet 
Thursday on Third Avenue, destroying a Chinese restau- 
rant and stripping bare in a bizarre show that witnesses 
would describe as both “funny,” and “scary.” 

BECEMBER 

Hodges snubbed — again!: Members ofthe Base- 
ball Hall of Fame’s new “Golden Era Committee,” many 
of whom played with Gil Hodges, refused to send the 
famed Brooklyn Dodger to Cooperstown — again! — 
choosing former Chicago Cubs third baseman Ron Santo 
for the coveted spot instead. 

Boardwalk bound: A handful of legendary Coney 
Island businesses are moving to new digs on the water- 
front, after striking a deal with Central Amusement In- 
ternational, the group that spent the last year trying to 
get these businesses to clean up their acts. 

School's out: Edward R. Murrow High School, long 
known as a bastion of free-thinking students, has become 
the school with the second-highest number of suspensions 
in the borough, thanks to a taskmaster of a principle who 
doles out punishment like bumper stickers. 
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Judge’s kin 
sues assisted 
living center 

By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A prominent Brooklyn judge — whose multi-million 
dollar estate was looted by court-appointed guardians 
— died at the hands of unlicensed nurses at a sham se- 
nior housing facility in Park Slope, a bombshell law- 
suit alleges. 

John Phillips — the po- 
litically ambitious former 
Civil Court Judge who was 
nearly left broke after he was 
deemed “mentally incompe- 
tent” by the legal system he 
loved so much — suffered se- 
rious neglect at Prospect Park 
Residence, an unlicensed “as- 
sisted living center,” accord- 
ing to a wrongful death suit 
filed this week by Phillips’s 
nephew, Samuel Boykin. 

The suit alleges operators 
of the facility — which markets itself as “senior living 
at its elegant best” and overlooks Grand Army Plaza at 
1 Prospect Park West — failed to give the 83 -year-old 
Phillips proper treatment for his diabetes, left him shiv- 
ering with no heat for days and would not allow visits 
from family members. It also claims operators “commit- 
ted fraud” by running the place without a proper health 
department license — all of which “ led to [Phillips’s] in- 
jury, suffering and eventual death,” the suit claims. 

“They are running a prison of death,” said lawyer 
John O’Hara, who filed the lawsuit in Kings County 
Supreme Court. “It’s like something from a Dickens 
novel. It’s bad.” 

More than three years after Phillips’s death, his nephew 
is seeking $40 million in damages from Prospect Park 
Residence. 

It’s the latest chapter in a decade long saga about the 
renowned judge, whose estate was plundered by legal 
guardians while he sat in a Bronx nursing home. 

Phillips was a well-known figure in Bedford Stuyve- 
sant, and was nicknamed “the kung-fu judge” for his 
martial arts skills. He owned 10 buildings in Brooklyn, 
including The Slave Theater on Fulton Street. 

But everything went downhill for Phillips in 2001, 
when a Brooklyn assistant district attorney claimed the 
retired jurist could not care for himself anymore and 
pushed to have a law guardian maintain his affairs. 

Critics later raised questions about the attorney’s po- 
litical motives — and new guardians took over. A bat- 
tle over his estate ensued and Phillips’s fortune shrunk, 
in part, due to unpaid taxes. 

Through the whole ordeal, the rich old fellow sat locked 
in a Bronx nursing home — until friends moved him to 
Prospect Park Residence in 2007. 

At the time, Phillips was happy for the change in 
scenery. 

“It feels good. It feels like home,” Phillips told The 
Brooklyn Paper on his first day there. 

But that feeling didn’t last long, Phillips’s newphew 
claims. The senior’s health declined rapidly — and Phil- 
lips died in the Prospect Park Residence’s elevator the 
following year. 

Longtime friends never reported anything suspicious 
about Phillips’s death — at least publicly. 

Kathy Azbell, a spokeswoman for Prospect Park Resi- 
dence would not talk about Boykin’s lawsuit, saying, “In 
these situations, lawyers say not to comment.” 

Attorney Mark Landman, who represents Prospect 
Park Residence, did not respond to several calls and e- 
mails seeking comment on Tuesday. 

That doesn’t surprise Boykin, who claims that the se- 
nior center has plenty to hide. 

When Phillips came to Prospect Park Residence, em- 
ployee’s told Boykin that his uncle’s “diet would be in- 
dividualized, monitored and routinely observed” and 
that he would be treated by professionals. Instead, Phil- 
lips was cared for by bogus nurses and left to die alone, 
Boykin claims. 

“It’s unbelievable,” he said. “This is a dangerous 
place.” 



Philips in 2007 


It’s closing time 

Developer Sitt buys beloved eatery 


By Daniel Bush 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s closing time for the 
New St. Clair Restaurant — 
and mega developer Joe Sitt 
will be the one turning off 
the lights. 

Sitt, CEO of Thor Equi- 
ties, snapped up the beloved 
BoerumHill greasy spoon — 
which has ladled out comfort 
food to patrons since Lyn- 
don Johnson was president 
in the 1960s — as well as 
the Atlantic Avenue build- 
ing it sits in at a foreclosure 
auction last month. 

Thor spokesman Stefan 
Friedman confirmed the sale, 
but wouldn’t disclose the price 
tag or comment on the Wall 
Street Journal’s account that 
it cost $5.4 million. 

Friedman said the space 
will reopen as a new retail 
facility “as soon as possi- 
ble,” although he admit- 
ted that they haven’t nailed 
down a commercial tenant 
for the site. 

The sale of the four-story 
building at Smith Street, 
which houses the restau- 
rant and an adjacent prop- 
erty, dealt a blow to patrons 
who thought the New St. Clair 
would stick around after new 
owners spruced-up the space 
in 2008. 

“I’ve been coming here 



Developer Joe Sitt plans to replace The New St. 
Clair Restaurant on Atlantic Avenue at Smith Street 
with upscale stores. 


for years,” said Renee Smith, 
who enjoyed a burger and 
fries there on Wednesday 
and was shocked to learn 
that one of her favorite din- 
ing spots was going out of 
business. “I’m going to miss 
this place.” 

The New St. Clair build- 


ing occupies a choice location 
at the Downtown entrance 
to Brooklyn’s restaurant row 
and contains three additional 
small businesses and four 
apartments that will stay put 
for now, Friedman said. 

The reported $5.4 mil- 
lion deal is small potatoes for 


Sitt, who bought the Albee 
Square Mall in 2001 for $25 
million and flipped it seven 
years later for a cool $ 125 mil- 
lion. Sitt also sold prime Co- 
ney Island land to the city in 
2009 for $95.6 million, 

For now, Sitt is roosting 
on his plans for the space, 
although a Thor rendering 
shows that a glitzy boutique 
could be one option. The sale 
is a key investment for Thor 
and a boon to the area’s com- 
mercial corridor, Friedman 
explained. 

“Developing this marquee 
corner property will expand 
a retail district that is already 
growing along Atlantic Av- 
enue,” he said. 

Still, many fear that Sitt 
will convert the small-scale 
building into a seven- story 
tower, which current zoning 
rules would allow. 

“If he does that it’ll be a 
shame,” said Sandy Balboza, 
a frequent patron and pres- 
ident of the Atlantic Ave- 
nue Betterment Associa- 
tion. “We need places like 
[the diner].” 

New St. Clair was opened 
by the Costa family in 1967, 
which ran the place for 40 
years and built up a loyal cus- 
tomer base before selling it in 
2007 to Spiro Katehis, owner 
of the Carroll Gardens Clas- 
sic Diner. Katehis kept the 
diner’s old name and gave it 
a trendy makeover, lulling 
regulars into thinking that 
it would serve sausages and 
eggs for years to come. 

Katehis was on vacation 
and could not be reached, and 
a manager at the restaurant 
declined to comment. 
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Fans mourn cancelled 'Death’ 


By Kate Briquelet 

The Brooklyn Paper 

From “Bored to Death” 
to driven to tears. 

A few hundred super-fans 
of HBO’s mysteriously can- 
celed Brownstone Brook- 
lyn ode, “Bored To Death,” 
flocked to the Brooklyn Inn on 
Dec. 21 night after the show’s 
creator Jonathan Ames men- 
tioned on Twitter that he and 
one of the stars, John Hodg- 
man, would be drowning their 
sorrows. 

The cult comedy — which 
featured Jason Schwartzman 
as a struggling Brooklyn 
writer turned ham-handed 
private eye — was abruptly 
canceled on Tuesday after 
three seasons. 

Ames expected a few fans 
to show up after his Twitvi- 
tation, but the Boerum Hill 
writer didn’t expect the sea 
of young mortals lining up 
on Bergen and Hoyt streets, 
waiting to get into the bar. 

“I know it sounds false, 
but it’s hard to imagine actu- 
ally having fans,” said Ames. 
“We had a fun time making 
something loony and a little 
carnival-like. 

“It’s not easy being alive 
— you think about things too 




"Bored to Death" cre- 
ator Jonathan Ames in- 
vited fans to the Brook- 
lyn Inn on Wednesday 
night to mourn the can- 
cellation of the cult TV 
show. Among the visi- 
tors was Brooklyn comic 
John Hodgman (right). 


much,” added the writer, him- 
self a cult favorite thanks to 
books including “Wake Up, 
Sir!” and “The Alcoholic.” 

Ames showedup at about 10 
pm to a standing ovation. 

“Everyone gets one drink, 
but I get one first,” he said, 
adding that he had $600 to 
spend. 


o 

o 


The show brought together 
Schwartzman, Ted Danson 
and Zach Galifianakis in 
a golden comedic trio that 
fans say got better with age. 
Its scenes were packed with 
the stuff of Brooklyn: back- 


drops of Fort Greene, stoners 
and creative types, Park Slope 
lesbians and a stroller mafia. 
A highlight: Schwartzman’s 
character gets in such a bind 
that he ends up hanging, Har- 
old Lloyd-style, on the hands 
of the clock atop the Williams- 
burgh Savings Bank tower. 

Park Slope’s own Hodg- 
man, who plays Schwartz- 
man’s literary nemesis, 
vowed to make his own fea- 
ture film — “a completely 
unlicensed spinoff where me 
and Dick Cavett live in an 
apartment together [in] the 
bank building.” 

Hodgman’s spirits could 
not be lifted, even by spir- 
its. 

“I feel extremely melan- 
choly, primarily because I 
don’t feel I’ll have the op- 
portunity to work with such 
weirdoes and nice people 
again,” he said. “We shot 
scenes blocks from my house. 
I’m only brilliant blocks from 
my house.” 

Bushwick resident Bryan 
Friedman felt betrayed by 
HBO. 

“The show was a good 
quaint mystery, and those 
don’t exist anymore,” he said. 
“It was very Brooklyn.” 
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Birders join loon hunt 

Park's annual bird count documents 
feathered friends, and climate change 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Call it “loon hunt, 
2011 .” 

Bird lovers flocked to 
Prospect Park on Dec. 17 
as part of the Audubon Soci- 
ety’s annual Christmas Bird 
Count — and were delighted 
to find some avian remind- 
ers that Brooklyn isn’t just 
a home for over two million 
humans. It’s also the bor- 
ough of choice for some rare 
birds of flight. 

Birders assembled didn’t 
catch a glimpse of their 
beloved loon — but did 
spot over 132 other feath- 


ered species, including 
two of the park’s four red- 
tailed hawks, over 30 Ca- 
nadian geese — proving 
that 2010’s goose gassing, 
thankfully, didn’t take — 
a small white -breasted nut 
hatch, and the rarely spot- 
ted green heron. 

“When I was younger, 
I thought this was pretty 
geeky,” explained Claire No- 
lan, who recently become a 
birder. “Now it’s an exercise 
in paying attention for me 
— if I can spot these birds, 
maybe I can slow down and 
pay attention to other details 
in my own life.” 


The Audubon Society’s 
annual count was created by 
conservationists in 1900 as 
a spin-off of a yearly Christ- 
mas bird hunt, and was de- 
signed as a way to keep 
track of changing bird pop- 
ulations. 

Now it’s an integral as- 
sessment of both the size 
of avian populations and 
the ways flocks deal with 
climate change, says Delta 
Willis, an Audubon Soci- 
ety spokeswoman. 

The count continues 
through Jan. 3, and natural- 
ists are hesitant to release 
numbers for Prospect Park 



EAGLE EYES: Oshane Miller, 19 and Jordan G., 16, spot some birds as they 
help out with the Audubon Society's annual Christmas bird count. 


— which they say is home 
to many winged species, as 
well as an important layover 
for those heading south for 
the winter. 


Ornithologists did say 
birds counts throughout 
the city were down from 
last year, possibly as a re- 
sponse to the warm fall and 


winter we’ve had. Warmer 
temperatures cause birds to 
hang out longer in northern 
areas before migrating, bird- 
ers say. 
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544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 * 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
EW and insurance plans accommodated 




FREE 

HEALTH 

EXAM 

for all new 
patients! 


PARK SLOPE 
VETERINARY CENTER 


We have pets available for adoption! 

Got a good home? Give us a call! 


Dr. Yvonne Szacki 
Dr Beth Balsam 

Medicine • Surgery 
Dental • Microchip 
On-Site Lab • Digital X-Ray 

639 4th Avenue 

(at 19th Street) 

718-369-PETS 

Mon to Fri - 9am to 7pm 
Sat - 9am to 2pm 



parkslopeveterinarycenter.com 
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Need a new 
kitchen? 


71 


New Era Development Group provides a 
vast array of services spanning all facets of 
the construction and design areas of your 
home and/or workplace. 

Brownstone renovations, additions, extensions, kitch- 
ens, bathrooms, interiors and exterior finish work. 
Fully licensed, bonded and insured. 

“The quality, workmanship, and attention to 
detail are outstanding. Best Condo Builders in 
Carroll Gardens” - Nelson St. Condo Assoc. 


NEW ERA DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC. 


l: 


Call for estimate: 718-237-4900 

www.NewEraDGLLC.com 


Lie. #1375981 
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Woman robbed — by the pizza guy! 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Pizza pinch 

A knife -wielding thug 
masquerading as a pizza de- 
liveryman robbed a woman 
on Seventh Street on Dec. 24 
— but was arrested follow- 
ing a bungled getaway 
The thief, who was car- 
rying pizza boxes, followed 
the 28-year-old woman into 
the lobby of her apartment 
building near Prospect Park 
West at 1 1 am, then flashed 
a knife and said, “Give me 
all your stuff. I don’t want 
to hurt you.” 

The woman handed over 


an iPhone, black leather 
boots, $60 — and even her 
earmuffs. The crook scooped 
up the stuff and fled in a sto- 
len car, but crashed into a 
taxi after running several 
red lights. 

Bad passenger 

Police arrested a 24 -year- 
old they say beat up a taxi 
driver during a Dec. 24 ex- 
change on Fourth Avenue. 

The 60-year-old cabbie 
was parking his car near 
Eighth Street at 5:10 am when 
the thug asked for a ride. The 
cabbie explained that his shift 
was over, then tried to exit 
the car — but the jerk pushed 
him, screaming, “You have 
to take me home!” 


The thug then punched the 
cabbie in the face, leaving his 
victim with a black eye and 
a mouth full of blood. Cops 
arrested a 24 -year-old sus- 
pect the same night. 

Unlucky 13 

A jerk roughed up a man 
at a bar on 13th Street on 
Christmas Day. 

The 28-year-old vic- 
tim was drinking at Lucky 
13 Saloon near Fifth Ave- 
nue at around 1 am, when 
a jerk smashed him in the 
face with a glass cup — leav- 
ing him with a gash on his 
forehead. 

Computer swipe 

A jerk stole a laptop from 


Why Choose 
“A Good Plumber”? 



A GOOD 
gUJMBEft 


A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience in 
the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 
on recommendations. That reputation has grown due to our 
reliable, honest and affordable service. Honesty means never 
recommending work that is unnecessary and giving you an 
accurate price before we do the work... no hidden fees. At A Good 
Plumber Inc., we believe customer service is about exceeding the 
customer’s expectations before, during, and after the job! 


• Drug and Background Tested 
Employees! 

• Professionally Trained Mechanics! 

• Straight Forward Pricing! 

• Best Warranties Around! 


• Fast and Clean Service! 

• Home Protection Plans! 

• Fully Stocked “Warehouse on 
Wheels”! 

• Fully Licensed and Insured! 


Our Professionally Trained, Clean and Courteous Staff Can Handle: 

• Drips • Leaks • Clogs • Piping • Water Heaters • Boilers 

• Biological Drain Treatments • Main Sewers • Renovations 

• Back-Flow Preventors • Removal of Violations • Water Filtration Installations 


A Good Plumber Inc. 

Phone: 718-648-6838 • Fax: 718-646-4659 

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com 
www.agoodplumber.com 
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948 

When You Need A Good Plumber.. .Call Us! 

718 - 648-6838 


$ 25 Off 

Any 

Plumbing Job 

With This Ad 

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. BP 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 



a Third Street apartment on 
Dec. 16. 

The 26-year-old victim left 
her home near Sixth Avenue 
at 10 am, then returned at 3 
pm the next day — giving the 
thief enough time to climb 
through the rear window of 
the building, swipe a $1,200 
MacBook and run away. 

Hands off! 

A thug snatched a fancy 
cellphone from a woman dur- 
ing a Dec. 19 altercation on 
Third Street. 

The 49-year-old was 
walking her dog near Pros- 
pect Park West at 6:30 pm, 
when a jerk snatched the 
$600 iPhone from her hand 
and ran off. 

Busted teen 

A 14-year-old crookjacked 
a cellphone from a woman 
on Eighth Avenue on Dec. 21 
— but was arrested within a 
few hours. 

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops she was texting 
while walking near Berke- 
ley Place at 5:40 pm, when a 
teen jerk snatched her white 
iPhone and ran off. 

iSwipe 

A jerk stole a fancy cell- 
phone from a woman on Car- 
roll Street on Dec. 22. 

The 53 -year-old victim 
was nearing Seventh Ave- 
nue at 5:52 pm when the thug 
ran up from behind, snatched 
a white iPhone in a pink case 
from her right hand. 

Chrysler, Christ! 

A freewheeling fiend stole 
a van left on Whitwell Place 
on Dec. 22. 

The 65-year-old owner 
parked her 2004 gray Chrysler 
van in front of her home near 
Carroll Street at 1 1 am. She 
returned to it the next day 
and discovered her $7,000 
ride had been taken. 

Pipe dream 

A crook stole some sewer 
pipes on Carroll Street on 
Dec. 24. 

A witness spotted a man 
loading the swiped pipes into 
a shopping cart near Nevins 
Street just after midnight — 
then ran off with his $1,600 
haul. 

Bad shift 

A thief stole a purse from 


a woman on Fifth Avenue 
on Dec. 22. 

The 59-year-old victim 
set her bag on the bar at 
200 Fifth Restaurant, Bar 
and Grill near Berkeley 
Place — where she worked 
— at 2:30 am, then looked 
away for a few minutes. A 
few hours later, she found 
the purse empty — on the 
other side of the bar. 

— Natalie O'Neill 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Radio silence 

Three armed men robbed 
the Radio Shack on Mon- 
tague Street on Dec. 22, 
taking $7,000 worth of elec- 
tronics. 

The men barreled into 
the store between Hicks 
and Henry streets at 9:40 
pm brandishing two guns 
and a knife. 

They forced the clerk into 
the store’s basement, up in 
the store’s basement, then ran 
off with the loot. 

Wine swine 

A thief broke into a Smith 
Street wine bar on Dec. 21. 

The bar’s owner left the 
watering hole between War- 
ren and Wyckoff streets at 
1 am. 

When he returned at 8:40 
am, the bar’s front window 
was smashed and $500 was 
missing from the cash reg- 
ister. 

Oy-phone 

A crook swiped an iPhone 
from a woman on Schermer- 
horn Street on Dec. 19. 

The victim told police she 
was nearing Boerum Place at 
5 pm when the thief grabbed 
the phone from her hand. 

Coat caper 

Two men stole a bevy 
of expensive coats from a 
Washington Street store on 
Dec. 21. 

A clerk at the store be- 
tween York and Front streets 
said the crooks walked in at 
4:05 pm, grabbed $3, 800- 
worth of coats and ran out 
of the boutique. 

Bag stolen 

A thief grabbed an unat- 


tended bag on Front Street 
on Dec. 20. 

The victim left her bag in 
front of a candy store at Pearl 
Place at 7:50 pm. When she 
returned five minutes later, 
the bag — which contained a 
$2,500 laptop, an iPad and a 
cellphone — was gone. 

Jewel heist 

A crook broke into a car 
on Fulton Street on Dec. 22, 
stealing $800 in jewelry. 

The car’s owner parked her 
vehicle near Bridge Street at 
6:30 pm. When she returned 
at 8 pm, the car was unlocked 
and the jewelry was miss- 
ing. 

Armed robbery 

A gun-toting thug robbed 
a man on Navy Street on 
Dec. 19. 

The victim was nearing 
York Street at 8 am when the 
thief approached and said, “I 
have a gun, run your pock- 
ets.” The man complied, 
handing over $50. 

— Daniel Bush 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Hit man 

A bruiser on bike fol- 
lowed a woman to her 
home on Downing Street 
and snatched her purse on 
Christmas Day. 

The 28-year-old victim 
was near Putnam Avenue 
at 3:05 am when the thug 
wheeled up and asked, “Are 
you alright?” 

When she tried to shut her 
front door, the brute pushed 
it open and struck her with 
a metal object. 

He looked to her bag and 
ordered, “Give me that or Eli 
hit you again!” 

The woman gave up her 
pocketbook and the crook 
rode away with her iPhone, 
cards and $120. 

Ear flop 

A knife -wielding rob- 
ber attacked a man on Wil- 
loughby Street on Dec. 20 
— slashing his hand and 
chin in a struggle over an 
earring. 

The victim was near St. 
Edwards Street at 9:45 pm 
when the middle-aged tough 
demanded, “Give me your 
earring and everything you 
got!” 

When the victim grabbed 
onto the blade, the crook 
fled. 

Exit wound 

An irate man kicked a 
door into an employee of a 


Carlton Avenue bodega on 
Christmas Eve. 

The 50-year-old victim 
was at the deli near Myrtle 
Avenue when the brute be- 
gan arguing with him. When 
the shopkeeper tried to leave, 
the perp kicked a side door 
at the counter, whacking it 
into the man and cutting his 
forehead. 

Lose the threads 

Some jerk stole $15,000 in 
clothes and diamond jewelry 
from a car on Washington 
Avenue on Dec. 23. 

The 45 -year- old victim 
told cops that she parked near 
Washington Avenue at 2 pm. 
When she returned late that 
night, a window was busted 
open and her duffel bag — 
containing J Crew duds and 
gold and diamond bangles — 
was gone. 

Jobs hunting 

A marauder snatched an 
iPhone from a teenager on 
DeKalb Avenue on Dec. 23 
— the latest in an out-of- 
control spree of Apple mo- 
bile thefts. 

The 14 -year-old victim 
was near Fort Greene Place 
at 3:15 pm when a stranger 
twice his age ordered, “Give 
me whatever you have in 
that pocket! Don’t make a 
sound!” 

The victim handed over 
his device and the crook 
fled. 

Tech dirt 

Some goon scored a Mac- 
Book, iPad, Ray-Bans and 
other goodies from St. James 
Place on Dec. 21 while the 
items were left unattended. 

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops he left his stuff 
near Fulton Street at 10 pm 
and went into his residence 
to get his car keys. When he 
returned seconds later, his 
grab bag of $3,160 in mer- 
chandise was gone. 

No question 

A thief snatched $1,000 
from an employee of a hos- 
pital cafe onN. Portland Av- 
enue on Dec. 22. 

The victim told police that 
he was near Park Avenue at 
10:45 am when a crook ap- 
proached him and asked, 
“Can I ask you a question?” 
That’s when the pirate yanked 
the bag of cash and ran to- 
ward a getaway car. 

The worker ran after the 
thiefbut stopped when his ac- 
complice in the vehicle dis- 
played a black firearm. 

— Kate Briquelet 


90TH PRECINCT 


Southside-Bushwick 

Xmas stabbing 

A thug and his five accom- 
plices stabbed and robbed a 
32-year-old man on Graham 
Avenue on Dec. 25. 

The victim was walking 
near Johnson Avenue at 5:07 
am, when the perps attacked. 
One stabbed the man in his 
torso while the others took 
his wallet. 

Keap it 

A gun-toting goon robbed 
a woman inside her Keap 
Street building on Dec. 24. 

The victim was entering 
her building near Grand 
Street at 8:25 pm when the 
perp followed her inside and 
said, “Give me your bag!” 

The woman resisted at 
first, but quickly changed 
her mind when the suspect 
flashed his pistol. 

Phone pinch 

A thief swiped a man’s 
phone as he got onto the 
L-train on Dec. 21 — but 
he didn’t get far with the 
item. 

Witnesses said the sus- 
pect exited a train that had 
just rumbled into the Mon- 
trose Avenue station at 9:50 
pm and grabbed his victim’s 
cellphone. 

The victim demanded his 
phone back, but the suspect 
punched him in the face and 
ran off — only to be arrested 
a short time later. 

— Aaron Short 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Northside 

Call failed 

A thief stole an iPhone 
from a woman on Union 
Avenue on Dec. 23. 

The victim was nearing 
Metropolitan Avenue at 4 pm 
when the perp grabbed the 
phone out of her hand and 
ran away. 

Pizza pilfer 

A thief stole $4,000 fromLa 
Piazzetta restaurant on Gra- 
ham Avenue on Dec. 18. 

The proprietor told police 
he locked the building up at 
1 1 pm. When he returned his 
restaurant near Frost Street 
at 10 am the next day, he saw 
the front window was open 
and his safe and ATM were 
emptied. 

Rim job 

A pinching pit crew 
took the rims and tires off 
an Acura left on Humboldt 
Street on Dec. 18. 

The thieves left the lux- 
ury car on blocks sometime 
after 9 pm, after the victim 
had parked his vehicle near 
Norman Avenue. 

— Aaron Short 



Do you have a limited income and 
are you feeling the pinch? 

Get free energy efficiency services through EmPower 
New York and take control of your energy use. 


High energy costs can strain any household budget, but they are 
a real challenge to families living on a limited income. Poor insulation, 
air leaks, and inefficient lighting and appliances can all add up to 
high energy costs. 

Help is available for you. EmPower New York offers free energy 
efficiency services and education to HEAP eligible low-income 
New Yorkers, including renters. 

A participating contractor, accredited by the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI), will provide energy efficiency measures, such as 
insulation, high efficiency lighting, and upgrades to appliances, 
all at no cost to you. 


For more information about EmPower, 
visit GetEnergySmart.org/empower 
or call 1 - 800 - 263 - 0960 . 


RESMISC-ad-EmPower 
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Murray New Year! 

It’s not New Year’s Eve without comedian Murray Hill 


A night fit for Kings 

Haven't figured out exactly where you'll be when that big glittery ball drops and we bid fare- 
well to 2011 and ring in 2012, crossing our fingers that the Mayan Calendar is just a sham and 
drowning our residual anxiety in cheap champagne? No problem — check out our roundup 
of all the best New Year's Eve happenings all across the great County of Kings. 



By Colin Mixson 

The Brooklyn Paper 

L egendary comedian Murray 
Hill is hosting a New Year’s 
Eve blowout-bash, with perfor- 
mances by some ofNew York City’s 
best comedians and musicians, not 
to mention three sizzling-hot bur- 
lesque acts. Oh, and a monkey. 

“The acts in the show, well, 
they’re incredible and jaw-drop- 
ping performers,” said Hill. “And 
who knows what these acts will 
do — I never know! And yes, the 
show includes a monkey!” 

Hill styles himself as the hard- 
est-working middle-aged man in 
show business — a well-earned 
moniker for a guy who works six 
days a week boozing, schmoozing, 
and playing up his rat-pack persona 
past the stroke of midnight. 

“The best thing about perform- 
ing in New York City for so long 
is the experience of pounding the 
boards — there’s no better educa- 
tion than the dumps, dives, and the- 
aters in this city, and I’ve done ‘em 
all,” Hill continued. “New Years 
Eve is the ultimate night to enter- 
tain, and you’ve gotta have a well- 
oiled host to deliver.” 

Knitting Factory [361 Metro- 
politan Ave. between Havemeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue in Wil- 
liamsburg, (718) 384-7112] Dec. 
31 at 9:30 pm. $25-$100. For info, 
visit www.knittingfactory.com 


PARIS IS BUMPIN' 

Celebrate the new year in style 
— Parisian style, that is — at the 
legendary Floating Kabarette New 
Year’s Eve blowout featuring sexy 
burlesque acts, marching ballads, 
and a dashing decor tailored to 
transport you back in time to histo- 
ry’s sauciest party scene — 1920s 
France. The best part? There’s no 
cliche, midnight ball drop at this 
classy cabaret — expect a troupe 
of scantily clad dancers to descend 
on velvet ropes instead. 

Galapagos Art Space [16 Main 
St. between Water and Plym- 
outh streets in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500] Dec. 31 at 9:30 pm. 
Tickets $150. For info, visit www. 
galapagosartspace.com 

TICK-TOCK COUNTDOWN 

Consider spending the most ex- 
citing night of the year with Deer 
Tick. No, not the gross blood-suck- 
ing kind that attaches itself to your 
leg while you hike through tall 
grasses — ewww! No, we live in 


a city, remember? We’re talking 
about Deer Tick the rock band, 
which will charm your pants off 
with its folk-rock wiles, along with 
Dead Confederate, Virgin, and 
J. Rody Walston and the Busi- 
ness. 

Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N.llth and N.12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 


963-3369] Dec. 31, $60. Doors at 
6 pm, show at 8 pm. 

PARK SPARKS 

This wouldn’t be a New Year’s 
roundup without an obligatory — 
and well-deserved — plug for the 
spectacular fireworks display at 
Grand Army Plaza. Snag a seat 
along Prospect Park West and 


watch the sparks fly — literally 
— over the majestic Soliders and 
Sailors’ Arch. 

Grand Army Plaza [Union St. 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West] Dec. 31, 11 
pm. For info, visit www.nycgov- 
parks.org. 

POPGUN PARTY 

Get funky with electronic con- 
ductor Nosaj Thing, who’s headlin- 
ing the curators of cool PopGun’s 
New Year’s Eve party. Not only will 
you get an earful ofthe hottest beats, 
but admission also buys you an hour 
of all-you-can-drink vodka, plus a 
champagne toast at midnight. Stick 
around to catch EL TOPO, Archie 
Pelago, and DJ Ilirjana. 

Glasslands Gallery [289 Kent 
^ Ave. between S. First and S. Sec- 
| ond streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
$ 599-1450] Dec. 31, 9 pm. Tickets 
o $30. For info, visit www.popgun- 
| booking.com. 

NEW BEERS EVE 

Dec. 31 is New Beers Eve — or, 
more like Old Beers Eve — at the 
Brooklyn Brewery, which will be 
ringing in the new year by tapping 
two venerable vintages: a keg of 
2004 Black Chocolate Stout and 
a keg of 2007 Monster Ale. Be- 
sides the scrumptious brews, meat 
See NEW YEAR on page 8 


COMEDY 


Laugh it up! 


Stop us if you’ve heard this one before — 
but at the sixth annual 50 First Jokes comedy 
extravaganza event at the Bell House on Jan- 
uary 4, the material is so new that chances 
are, you haven’t. 



“It’s always 
fun,” said co- 
median John 
O’Donnell, 
who hosts and 
produces the 
event. “It’s a 
fun kick-off 
show for New 
York City com- 
edy.” 

The show 
features — you 
guessed it — 50 
comedians ea- 
ger to test out 
their new ma- 
terial, just in 
time for the new 
year. Each fun- 
nyman or fun- 
ny woman gets two minutes to tickle his or 
her audience with one original, never-before- 
heard joke. 

“It’s an experiment in joke writing,” said 
co-producer Sachi Ezura. “This is the one 
show where everybody is doing completely 
new material.” 

Experimentation is half the fun of this show 
— but it can also be nerve wracking for the 
performers. 

“There is definitely some pressure,” said 
O’Donnell. “But there are so many comedi- 
ans in New York City, more often than not, 
they do really well.” 

The show’s lineup is designed to repre- 
sent the full spectrum ofNew York City per- 
formers, including lesser-known up-and-com- 
ers, and comedians such as Pat Dixon, whose 
stand-up has been featured on Comedy Cen- 
tral; and Jon Friedman, who hosts the “Re- 
jection Show,” and writes for the Late Night 
With Jimmy Fallon blog. 

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510] Jan. 4, doors open at 7:30 
pm, show starts at 8 pm. Tickets $12 ($10 in 
advance). For info, visit www.thebellhouse- 
ny.com — Colin Mixson 


THEATER 


Crazy ‘Bunny’ 

Where is three-year-old Bunny Lake? 

Find out on Jan. 5, when the Brick The- 
ater in Williamsburg brings the psychological 
thriller “Bunny Lake is Missing,” to its stage, 
as audience members follow frantic mother 
Blanche Lake 
as she desper- 
ately searches 
for her daugh- 
ter Bunny, who 
vanished from 
nursery school 
without a trace, 
and whose re- 
cords were 
mysteriously 
destroyed just 
before her dis- 
appearance. 

Unfortunately, 
the townspeo- 
ple are less than 
willing to join 
Lake’s search 
party — be- 
cause there is 
no evidence that Bunny Lake ever existed, 
they’re convinced that she doesn’t, and in- 
stead, that Blanche has gone insane. 

Here’s the kicker: they might be right. 
“She’s telling a tale that no one else believes, 
and the more she fights for it, the crazier she 
becomes,” said the play’s co-director Patrice 
Miller. “It’s all over the place for Blanche, 
emotionally. There’s an onslaught of ques- 
tions for the audience, just like what Blanche 
is experiencing.” 

The gut-wrenching suspense of the stage 
performance is distinctly echoed by the mu- 
sic: an original score composed by sound de- 
signer Chris Chappell, who draws inspiration 
from classic horror films such as Alfred Hi- 
tchock’s famous films “Vertigo” and “Psy- 
cho,” as well as the original soundtrack from 
the 1965 cult-classic film adaptation. 

If you think you can handle this theatrical 
nail-biter, go find out what happens to Blanche 
and Bunny Lake yourself. 

"Bunny Lake is Missing" at the Brick The- 
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907-6189], Jan. 5-7 and Jan. 12-14, 8 pm. 
Tickets $18. For info, visit www.bricktheater. 
com. — Alfred Ng 



FRIDAYS ARE 

SPERLONGA 

DAYS! 



Taste our clams & mussels 
with our homemade linguine 


LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA 


229 Prospect Park West 

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace 

718-499-0006 

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com 

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 2012 


* 



6th Annual * 

W • 

Procrastinators 
^ Ball! .* 


CELEBRATE IN DUMBO! 


No cover! No minimum! 


FEATURING: 

• Live DJ spinning all your favorites 

• Free glass of champagne at midnight 

• Hats • Noisemakers • Balloon drop 

• Late night free dessert 

• Kitchen open til 2:30am • Bar open until 4am 

Reservations requested but not required 




Watch LIVE from Times Square on 
our 7 LCD & Jumbotron screens 


Wat?—treet 



Restaurant & Underwater Lounge 


66 Water Street in DUMBO 

718 - 625-9352 

www.waterstreetresta u ra nt.com 

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH • DINNER • SUNDAY BRUNCH 


KUKIUW 


GASTR0PUB 

THEATER 


147 FRONT ST. DUMBO, BKYLN, NY {©TO YORK ST} 


leBar’s very own movie theater! Featuring a full bar; gastro-concession 
stand and now featuring the entire ieBar bar menu 

{please order early} We also offer beverage coolers {beer/liquor buckets} 
for "Back to the Seat" refreshment. 




FEATURING 


A FULL BAR AND MENU 




RERUNTHEATER.COM 

FOR PREVIEWS, SHOWTIMES & TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS 

“INDIE CINEMA WITH A BUZZ” 
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NEW YEAR’S 
CELEBRATION 2011 


December 31, 2011, 8:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

$125 per person (all-inclusive) • $60 (per child under 12) 


Featuring a four course 
dinner, live DJ, midnight 
champagne toast and 
all night open bar 

Hors d’oeuvres served upon arrival 

ANTIPASTO 

Insalata D’ Aragosta 

Fresh Lobster tossed with string beans, tomato, 
endive, mango, and Avocado 

FIRST COURSE 

Papadelle A1 Ragu’ 

Homemade papadelle pasta in a 
Short Rib Ragu 

SECOND COURSE COMBINATION 

Mignonette A1 Barolo & Gamberi 

Filet Mignon medallions with 
grilled rock shrimp 

DESSERT 

Tartufi A1 Cioccolato 

Three types of truffles dark, milk, and white 
with raspberry filling 




Marco Polo Ristorante 

Call for reservations (718) 852-5015 

345 Court Street at Union Street 

in Carroll Gardens 

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

All major credit cards accepted • Free valet parking 




WHOLE WHEAT & 
GLUTEN-FREE PIES 
AVAILABLE 


ORGANIC & 
VEGAN PIES 
AVAILABLE 


NEW YEAR'S EVE & NEW YEAR'S DAY SPECIAL: 

2 LARGE PIES WITH 1 TOPPING 
&2 LITER SODA: $30 

with this ad. Expires on Jan. 1, 2012 

551 Fourth Ave, Park Slope (Between 15th & 1 6th Streets) 

(718) 369-0044 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

Order Online • WWW.johnnyhollyWOOdS.COin • Updated Specials 


m 
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OF PARK SLOPE 


HOME OF THE FAMOUS UPSIDE DOWN PIZZA 


Owner and pizza lover 
Johnny opened Johnny 
Hollywoods in the fall 
of 2011, with a vision 
of creating the best 
pizza around. Johnny 
learned how to make 
pizza with his friend 
Joe, who is a legendary 
pizza chef and owner 
of Pizza Suprema in 
N.Y.C. voted the 10 
best Pizzeria’s in NYC. 

And recently rated a PERFECT SCORE by Arron Rutkoff which was 
published on November 30 2011 by the Wall Street Journal. 
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THE BIG RED DOG" 


a BIG 

Family 

Musical 

All Seats 
Only $10 


Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 2pm 


BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500 

Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College 
2/5 Train to Flatbush Avenue / on-site paid parking available 


Brooklyn Center's Target FamilyFun series is sponsored by: 




EDITORS' PICKS 


SUNDAY 

January 1 



Leftover 

Crack 

No, they're not lint- 
covered leftovers 
from a five day drug 
bender. Leftover 
Crack is, in fact, a 
politically charged ska 
punk band, whose 
members coalesced 
from the smoldering 
ruins of the ill-fated 
group, Choking Vic- 
tim. It should be 
known, the band 
draws its name from 
frontman and vocalist, 
Stza Crack, not from 
any illicit substance. 

9 pm. Music Flail of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486- 
5400]. $15, for info visit 
www.musichallofwilliams- 
burg.com 


MONDAY 

January 2 

The cover 
guru 

Dan Neustadt may 
lurk in the back- 
ground as Keyboard- 
ist for the local punk 
ensemble, Northern 
Bells, but he takes 
center-stage every 
Monday, when he 
sits-down to cover a 
seminal rock album 
from start-to-finish. 
For his next cover, 
Neustadt will key-up 
tunes from the Mon- 
treal band, Arcade 
Fire's classic 2004 
breakout album, 
"Funeral." 

9 pm. The Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. between 
Havemeyer Street and 
Marcy Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529- 
6696]. Free, for info, visit 
bk.knittingfactory.com 



THURSDAY 

January 5 



Snowmine 

forecast 

It wasn't exactly a 
white Christmas here 
in Brooklyn, but the 
season is just right 
for the local five- 
piece band, Snow- 
mine. This local, 
indie pop outfit 
embraces the entire 
musical spectrum, 
from electronic to 
orchestral, with 
frontman Grayson 
Sanders laying down 
truly righteous 
vocals. Joining 
Snowmine are Tele- 
textile and Conveyor. 

8:30 pm. Glasslands 
Gallery [289 Kent Ave. 
between S. First and S. 
Second streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599- 
1450]. $10, for info visit 
glasslands.blogspot.com. 


FRIDAY 

January 6 

'Curiosity' 

karaoke 

It turns out that age- 
old adage, which 
we've been taking for 
granted all these 
years, is a bunch of 
hooey — it was kara- 
oke this whole time. 
The infamous Karaoke 
Killed the Cat party 
returns with hosts 
Chris Goldteeth and 
Lord Easy, who have 
taken up the battle 
against the world's 
cynical and dismissive 
view of amateur sing- 
a longs with unbri- 
dled, unabashed 
enthusiasm. 

Midnight. Union Flail [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 638- 
4400]. Free, for info visit 
www.unionhallny.com. 



SATURDAY 

January 7 



Expo 

dreams 

Sick of dealing with 
haughty, mainstream 
wedding-shop own- 
ers? At the Lovesick 
expo, you can shop 
among hip, local 
vendors shilling 
hand-crafted, eco 
friendly wedding 
goods. These aren't 
your grandma's wed- 
ding dress makers — 
the vendors are 
more likely to wear 
tattoos than dia- 
monds. 

11 am. Music Flail of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486- 
5400]. $10 ($6.50 in 
advance), for info visit 
www.musichallofwilliams- 
burg.com 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


Bee-lieve it!: Catch one of the last performances of "The 
Nutcracker"at BAM before it closes on Dec. 31! 


FRI, DEC. 30 


FIRE SALE: Books up to 40 percent 
off. Free. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.powerhouse- 
arena.com. 

DANCE, "THE NUTCRACKER": The 

American Ballet Theatre presents 
a Christmas favorite. $25-$120. 2 
pm and 7 pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], www. 
bam.org. 

THEATER, "A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN- 
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)": This 
adaptation of Dickens' classic with 
an old-world accent features over 
30 puppets and holiday songs in 
Czech, English, Hebrew and Swahili. 
Suitable for children 5 and older. 
$20 ($12 children). 4 and 7 pm. 
Clockwork Puppet Theater [196 
Columbia St. between Sackett and 
DeGraw streets in Red Hook, (212) 
868-4444], www.smarttix.com. 

HEALTH, KIDS KICKING CANCER: 
Martial arts program for children 
with cancer, and a support group 
for parents. Free. 5 pm-6 pm. Mai- 
monides Medical Center [4802 10th 
Ave. at 48th Street in Borough Park, 
(718) 765-2678], 

MUSIC, THE MIGHTY HIGH AND 
THE MARVIN BARNES TIME MA- 
CHINE: $7. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union- 
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY: Ring in 
2012 with a performance by Deer 
Tick and Friends. $45. 8 pm. Brook- 
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil- 
liamsburg, (718) 963-3369], www. 
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: Free. 

9 pm. BAM Cafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 

Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 


SAT, DEC. 31 


PERFORMANCE 

DANCE, "THE NUTCRACKER": 2 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 30. 

THEATER, "A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 


CIVIC 

CALENDAR 

Community Board 2 Health, 
Environment and Social 
Services Committee, Monthly 
meeting; January 4, 6 pm; 
Brooklyn Hospital, 121 
DeKalb Ave. at St. Felix Street; 
(718) 596-5410; www.nyc.gov/ 
html/bkncb2. 

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, 
e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com. 


OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN- 
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)": 4 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 30. 

MUSIC, NEW YEAR'S EVE!: Ring 
in 2012 with Sugar Pie DeSanto, 
and Lee Fields and the Expres- 
sions. $50. 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www. 
thebellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: Peruse 
antiques, collectibles, vintage, 
crafts, and furniture. 8 am-6 pm. 

PS 321 [180 Seventh Ave. between 
First and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 991-7807], www.park- 
slopefleamarket.com. 

OTHER 

WORKSHOP, NEW YEAR'S EVE 
CELEBRATION: Come in for happy 
hour and toast 2012 with a glass of 
bubbly. Sex Educators will be offer- 
ing great ideas to plan a romantic 
evening. Free. 6 pm. Babeland [462 
Bergen St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 638- 
3820], www.babeland.com. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY: Ring in 
the new year with friends at the 
annual gala. Hot buffet, BYOB and 
dj music. RSVP required. $40 ($20 
children 12 and under). 8 pm. St. 
Finbar Msgr. Scanlon Center [Bath 
Ave. at Bay 20th St. in Bath Beach, 
(718) 236-3312], 

NEW YEARS EVE SPECTACULAR!: 


With DJ Lord Easy, Karaoke Killed 
the Cat. $5. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union- 
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE: Bring in 2012 with 
a performance by Deer Tick and 
Friends. $60. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-3369], www.brooklyn- 
bowl.com. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION: 

Come and enjoy this annual fire- 
work's display at Grand Army Plaza. 
Free. 11 pm -12:30 am. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street between 
Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 


SUN, JAN. 1 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN- 
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)": 4 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 30. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 8 am-6 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 31. 


MON, JAN. 2 


FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 
OPEN REHEARSALS: Brooklyn's 
Sweet Adelines Barbershop Cho- 



Find lots more listings online at 

Brooklyn Paper.com/Events 


rus welcomes singers of all voice 
ranges. Free. 7:30 pm. Call for loca- 
tion, (718) 833-3399. 


TUES, JAN. 3 


FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 

BEGINNER'S ESL: Students learn 
basic structure and vocabulary and 
communicating in English. Registra- 
tion required. Free. 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
768-7100], www.ymcanyc.org. 

OPEN AUDITIONS: Casting has 
begun for the Agatha Christy mys- 
tery "The Unexpected Guest"; per- 
formances are scheduled for Febru- 
ary and March. Bring two copies of 
resume and headshot if possible. 7 
pm-10 pm. St. Patrick's Auditorium 
[97th St. and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482-3173], www.nar- 
rowscommunitytheater.com. 


WED, JAN. 4 


FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 

KICK-OFF WEDNESDAY: The Montague 
Street BID is hosting a family event 
with live entertainment performed by 
the Lucas Dedmon quartet; compli- 
mentary hors d'oevres and hot spiced 
apple cider; children get to play chess 
on a giant chess board. Free. 5 pm-8 
pm. St. Ann's Parish House [157 Mon- 
tague St. at Court Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 522-3649], www.mon- 
taguebid.com. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: For 

adults and youngsters interested in 
ballroom dancing. No experience 
and no partners necessary. Pre-reg- 
istration for youngsters required. 
Free. 6 pm-9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P at 
W. 11th Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
232-2266], fiaobrooklyn.org. 

BEGINNER'S ESL: 6:15 pm-9:15 pm. 
See Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

OPEN AUDITIONS: 7 pm-10 pm. See 
Tuesday, Jan. 3. 


THURS, JAN. 5 


FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 30. 

WORKSHOP, TAX SEMINAR: For 
professionals; CPA's and tax at- 
torneys earn continuing profes- 
sional credits; breakfast, lunch and 
materials included. Registration 
required. $125. 9 am-5 pm. Long 
Island University [One University 
Plaza between DeKalb and Flat- 
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
780-4062], 

BEGINNER'S ESL: 6:15 pm-9:15 pm. See 
Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

READING, ANNA DAVID: The author 
of "Falling for Me," is joined by 

See 9 DAYS on page 8 
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Another dictator gets his comeuppance: Oscar-winning 
actor Kevin Spacey will take on Shakespeare's most villain- 
ous monarch, Richard III, at BAM in January. 



Kevin Spacey brings the bard to Brooklyn 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I t has been a tough year for the 
world’s most theatrical tyrants: 
Hosni Mubarak was deposed, 
Muammar Gaddafi met a humil- 
iating end, and Kim Jong II suc- 
cumbed to poor health. 

But few of these dictators could 
hold a candle to Shakespeare’s vio- 
lently vile Richard III, who will be 
exhumed by Academy Award-win- 
ning actor Kevin Spacey at BAM 
beginning on Jan. 10. 

One of the longest plays in Shake- 
speare’s canon, the history travails 
the machinations of a handicapped 


outcast whose ruthless ascension 
to the throne mirrors the tyranni- 
cal rule of the world’s recently-de- 
parted despots. And nobody knows 
— and loves — super-villains quite 
like Spacey. 

“With such a remarkable charac- 
ter before me, I have a feeling this 
one is going to be a memorable ex- 
perience,” Spacey said. 

Just think of his re-imagining of 
Richard III as a cross between Spac- 
ey’s most notorious characters — 
the deranged and maniacal Keyser 
Soze of “The Usual Suspects,” and 
the perverse and obsessive Lester 
Burnham of “American Beauty” — 
with a sprinkling of the detestable 


CEO he played in the black comedy, 
“Horrible Bosses.” 

And Spacey’s director, SamMen- 
des, who directed him in his Oscar- 
winning role in “American Beauty,” 
called the play’s titular role one that 
Spacey was “born to play.” 

The production is the final install- 
ment of “The Bridge Project,” a three- 
year transatlantic exchange between 
the Brooklyn institution and Lon- 
don’s Old Vic theater, where Spacey 
serves as artistic director. 

Richard III at the BAM [30 Lafay- 
ette Ave. between St Felix Street 
and Ashland Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100]. Jan. 10-Mar. 4, 
$30-$130. For info, www.bam.org. 


BAR SCRAWL 



By Bill Roundy 


The Sea WiTch * is o r\ouhcol .saloon on The South Slope . 



Sea Witch [703 Fifth Ave. between 21st and 22nd streets in Park Slope, 
(347) 227-7166]. Open Mon-Fri, 5 pm-4 am; Sat-Sun, noon-4 am. 


Chew on this! 

Bushwick galleries serve brunch 



Palm Sunday: Artist Alfred Steiner brings a heavy 
hand to Norte Maar's new exhibition, which opens 
on New Year's Day. 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 


on’t sleep in on these 
exhibits! 

Two Bushwick gal- 
leries, Storefront and Norte 
Maar, are reopening on New 
Year’s Day with new shows 
— and they’re both serv- 
ing brunch to curb your 
hangover. 

Storefront’s Deborah 
Brown, renamed her Wilson 
Avenue space, “Storefront 
Bushwick,” and welcomes 
minimalist abstract painters 
Gary Petersen and Halsey 
Hathaway, whose colorful geo- 
metric canvases will grace its 
narrow walls come 2012. 

Just up the road on Wyck- 
off Avenue, Norte Maar’s Ja- 
son Andrew will be hosting 
a new show, “Guilty/ (Not) 
Guilty,” featuring the work 
of artists Francesco Masci, 
Alfred Steiner, Pablo Tauler, 
and Famous Accountants gal- 
lery’s Ellen Lechter inside his 
cozy apartment-gallery. 

Andrew has been work- 
ing with Brown for the past 
two years at Storefront — 
an experience he called “re- 
markable” — but said he 
will focus on introducing 
Bushwick’s artists to the art 
world beyond the neighbor- 
hood’s borders. 

“It is time for me to fo- 


cus on promoting artists be- 
yond Flushing Avenue and 
the do-it-yourself world that 
has come to define Bush- 
wick,” said Andrew. “Our 
artists need and deserve rec- 
ognition and discussion, and 
it’s my role to deliver it.” 
So pull yourself together 
on Sunday morning and 
head over to Bushwick to 
see some new art — it’s good 
for your headache. 


"Gary Petersen and 
Halsey Hathaway: New 

Paintings" at Storefront 
Bushwick. (16 Wilson Ave. 
at Noll Street, in Bushwick). 
Jan. 1. 1 pm. For info, www. 
storefrontbk.com. 

" Guilty / (Not) Guilty" at 
Norte Maar. [83 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Suydam Street in 
Bushwick (646) 361-8512] 
Jan. 1. 11 am. For info, 
www.nortemaar.org. 




Presents, 



Every THURSDAY 2012 

From 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

(21 & Over - No Cover) 

Happy Hour: 

Mojitos - Pisco Sour- Wine - Sangria 
$5.00 & Beer $4.00 All Night Long!! 


Train Information: 

For 5 th Ave. & Train Exit 4 th Ave. 
& ft Train Exit 9 th St. 

In Park Slope: 392 5 th , Ave. 

(Bet. 6 th St. & 7 th St.) 

Brooklyn NY 11215 
Infoline: (718) 965-3376 
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THE BEST TASTE OF THE EAST 


serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes." —DAILY NEWS 


CHINESE 
CUISINE an 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION 

Party orders and catering 
available 


15% SENIOR DISCOUNT 

every Tuesday night (dine-in only) 


Lunch Special $6.50 


"Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 


LJCHEE 


162 Montague Street, 1st FI. Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 522-5555/56 • fax (718) 522-1205 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE from 7am-6pm • OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY from 8am-9pm 


pl5SINj 0// , 


•S’ 


SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986 


NOW CELEBRATING OUR 25 th YEAR! 


§ 


pecialtu (jabes vu Dfladison 


www.CousinJohnsBakery.com 


Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Brei 

70 Seventh Avenue • Park 


Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch 


Slope • (718) 622-7333 
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The BIG CHEESE Of FLATBUSH AVENUE 


Pizza • Deep Dish • Calzones 
Heros • Philly • Steak 
Italian Dishes • Salads 
Lunch Specials • Catering 


j FREE 2-liter soda i 
i with any order over $10 ! 

■ with this ad ■ 


Edwardjones 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


® aW * C -p- ■ - ■ - E UNA H □ 


America's Most Convenient Bank® 




at Brooklyn’s Historic Borough Hall • www.lgbtbrooklyn.org 

Come Visit Our Featured Vendors 

Legal Services • Financial • Service • Wedding Planners • Venues • Cakes & Caterers 
Honeymoon Package Resources • Apparel & Accessories • Flowers • Rings • Invitations 
Hair & Makeup • Photography & Videographer -Music & Dance • Rentals, Registries & Gifts 


LGBTQ Wedding EXPO 

Sponsored By The Brooklyn Community Pride Center 

At the Historic Borough Hall, 209 Joralemon St. Brooklyn, NY 11201 


You’re invited! 


We will hold our first ever LGBTQ Wedding EXPO 


Full Bar, Catering and 
Private Party Bookings Available 


By Kate Briquelet 

The Brooklyn Paper 

C omedian Doug Moe’s stage may 
be the Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theatre in Manhattan — but 
the heart of his one-man show is all 
Brooklyn. 

“Doug Moe is a Bad Dad” is based 
on his parental anxieties in Wind- 
sor Terrace and Park Slope, but it’s 
also about trying to stay cool — even 
while belting out “A Ram Sam Sam” 
at a children’s sing-along. 

Moe checked in with reporter Kate 
Briquelet and talked about how act- 
ing like a “jackass” is key to win- 
ning kids over. 

Kate Briquelet: So, Doug Moe, 
what makes you a “Bad Dad”? 

Doug Moe: Dads are thrust into 
this weird world. They don’t really 
know what they’re doing, but they’re 
supposed to seem like they do. 

When my daughter was a little 
younger, we’d go to music classes 
in Windsor Terrace — one of those 
things where you’re singing really 
dumb songs and thinking, “What 
am I doing?” 

If I half-ass it, do I seem cool? Am 
I ruining the future of my child? I’m 
trying to be enthusiastically partici- 
patory, but I’m also still self-aware. 
The show is all about that — the anx- 
iety about being a bad dad. 

KB: The sing-along anxiety makes 
it into your show. How did you get 
through it? 

DM: In real life, it’s much better 
to make a jackass out of yourself. 
You can’t really look cool waving a 
scarf around and singing, “Guli guli,” 
so you may as well try to have fun. 
Also, after you have a child, you’re 
not cool. It’s all over. Cool stopped 


FAROS 

OAPOE Authentic Greek Cuisine 

84 7 th Avenue in Park Slope 

Between Union Street and Berkeley Place 

718-623-2767 

www.farosny.com 


Growing pains: Comedian Doug Moe's new show is all about 
being a bad dad in Windsor Terrace, — and trying to stay cool 
by going to Brooklyn Commune on Greenwood Avenue with his 
daughter Phoebe, 5. 


happening as soon as you put on the 
Baby Bjorn. 

KB: How can dads cope with their 
new, totally uncool status? 

DM: You can spend some time 
in a coffee shop like you used to. . . 
except with a kid. 

I recommend Brooklyn Commune 
on Greenwood Avenue and Steeple- 
chase in Kensington. You do things 
in the summer, like going to Cele- 
brate Brooklyn. My friend and I saw 


Sonic Youth last year and brought our 
kids. You become the person that the 
childless people tell, “I can’t believe 
you have a kid here.” If you play it 
right, the kids become worldly. 

KB: What does your five -year-old, 
Phoebe, think about your show? 

DM: She hasn’t seen it. It’s not for 
kids. But she insisted on putting my 
postcard in her folder and she pro- 
moted it to her kindergarten class. 
Some of the parents did come, so 


that was nice of her. 

KB: What improv techniques are 
useful when you’re a bad dad? 

DM: A major one is “Yes, And.” 
You agree to what’s been established 
and you add more information. It’s 
how a scene becomes a scene. For 
instance, “This bakery is really 
slow today.” We know we’re in a 
bakery and this person’s opinion is 
that it’s slow. 

There’s a spirit of agreement. 
When you have a kid, they have lots of 
stuff they want to do and weird opin- 
ions. Use your “Yes, And” attitude. 
You’re much better off if you can tap 
into your kid’s kooky theory. 

This also goes back to making 
a jackass out of yourself. I recently 
met my friend’s 4-year-old daughter 
and we were walking by a scrawny 
black dog. To win her over, I said, 
“Oh my god, look at that bear!” She 
corrected me. Kids like to lord over 
you with their knowledge. 

KB: The people are clamoring 
for your show to come to Brook- 
lyn. When will it happen? 

DM: I’ve gotten a lot of requests 
from parents, but I’ve got to milk 
the Upright Citizens Brigade The- 
ater as much as I can. You know, 
when I first moved to Brooklyn in 
’96, I told a cabbie, “I’m going to 
Fifth Avenue and 1 1th Street.” He 
said, “That’s not Brooklyn, that’s 
Manhattan. I’m from Canarsie. Park 
Slope, Brooklyn Heights — that’s 
Manhattan.” But I’d like to think: 
Aren’t we all one city? 

If you want to trek out to Gaphat- 
tan, "Doug Moe is a Bad Dad" plays 
at the Upright Citizens Brigade The- 
atre. For information, visit http:// 
newyork.ucbtheatre.com and www. 
dougmoe.net. 


Food gossip ’12 


. ^_Foodie-ir-Chief 

Jfe % W* By Sarah Zorn 

C hristmas may be over, 
but we still have plenty 
of reason to celebrate 
— there’s a wealth of hot- 
ter-than-hot restaurants set 
to open in 2012. Our New 
Year’s resolution is to try 
them all — on the paper’s 
dime, of course! 

TOP CHEF TAKEOVER 

Park Slope is feeding 
ground for Bravo’s Top Chef, 
season 4 alums! Mark Sim- 
mons laid the gauntlet down 
first withKiwianaoffofUnion 
Street, but Dale Talde (who 
also rocked it in Top Chef: 
All-Stars), has also moved to 
Seventh Avenue. Expect in- 
ventive, pan-Asian fare like 
crispy oyster-bacon pad thai 
at this 70 seat spot, co-owned 
by the team behind nearby 
Thistle Hill Tavern. 

Projected opening: 
Early January 

Talde (369 Seventh Ave. 
at 11th Street in Park Slope). 

TOP CHEF TAKE- 
OVER, TIMES TWO 

Top Chef season 1 win- 


Serving it up: Come 
March, you can wet your 
whistle at Vinegar Hill's 
new Hillside, an offshoot 
of the famed Vinegar Hill 
House (pictured here). 

ner, Harold Dieterle finally 
crosses the bridge for his 
first outer-borough venture 
— The Marrow — located 
in Downtown Brooklyn’s up- 
comingHotel 718. Think dry- 
aged steaks, bison carpac- 
cio, and ostrich schnitzel with 
spaetzle. So meaty! 

Projected opening: 
February 16th 

The Marrow [231 Duf- 
field St. between Wil- 
loughby Street and Elm 
Place in Downtown, (855) 
718-1955]. 

HOT TOMATO 

The assured success of 
Saul Bolton’s new rustic Ital- 


ian venture, Red Gravy, will 
be, well, just gravy atop his 
already delectable Brooklyn- 
centric empire (think Saul in 
Cobble Hill, The Vanderbilt 
in Prospect Heights, and the 
Nitehawk Cinema in Wil- 
liamsburg). 

Projected opening: 

April 

Red Gravy (151 Atlantic 
Ave. near Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights). 

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE 

You takes your chances 
when you trek to Vinegar 
Hill House with dinner par- 
tie s under four (or of any size on 
weekends) — there aren’taton 
of places to pass the time dur- 
ing your inevitable hour plus 
wait for atable. That’s why the 
March opening of Hillside, a 
casual VHH offshoot, is so ea- 
gerly anticipated — ordering 
up a few light bites, abeer or a 
glass of wine is highly prefer- 
able to pounding the pavement 
while you wait for your chance 
atchefBrianLeth’slaudedred 
wattle country chop. 

Projected opening: 
March 

Hillside [70 Hudson Ave. 
at Water Street in Vinegar 
Hill, call Vinegar Hill House 
at (718) 522-1018]. 


ner along with a choice wine selection. 

Faros [84 Seventh Ave. between 
Berkely Place and Union Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 623-2767] Dec. 31, seating 
starts at 9:30 pm. $65. For info, visit 
www. farosny. com. 

EAT, DRINK, EAT, DRINK AND 
BE MERRY 

It’s all-you- can- everything at this 
New Years Eve bash! There’s an all- 
you-can-eat dinner buffet, an all-you- 
can-eat dessert buffet, and, best of all, 
six hours of call liquor open bar (try 
not to drink yourself silly before the 
clock strikes 12). 

reBar [147 Front St. between Jay 
Street and Pearl Place in Downtown, 
(718) 766-9110] Dec. 31, starting at 9 


pm. Tickets $99. For info, visit www 
rebarnyc.com 

ON THE WATER 

Want to grab a bite to eat, slug down 
a few drinks, and cozy up close enough 
to the Brooklyn Bridge to catch the fire- 
works? Check out the Water Street Res- 
taurant, nestled in the belly of DUMBO 
and just a few blocks from the bridge. 
The best part? Start your night off 
with Water Street’s midnight cham- 
pagne toast — and keep the party go- 
ing until bar closes at 4 am. 

Waterstreet Restaurant [66 Water 
St. near Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 625-9352] Dec. 31, opens at 11 
am. For info, visit www.waterstreetres- 
taurant.com 
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“ So happy we tried Faros!" 

"The service was friendly and accommodating; 
the atmosphere was clean and open; Most of 
all, the food was PHENOMENAL! ” 

— Yelp reviewer, Dec. 2011 


NEW YEAR... 


Continued from page 5 


278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN 
718.369.9527 


Go see author Anna Da- 
vid read from her latest 
book, "Falling For Me," 
on Jan. 5 at WORD in 
Greenpoint. 


[361 Manhattan Ave. be- 
tween Jackson and Withers 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 349-1210], www. 
cprnyc.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 
30. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 

8 am-6 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 31. 

OTHER 

GRAND OPENING: The Cen- 
ter for African and Diaspora 
Dance is hosting an open 
house. Free. 9 am-5 pm. 
Cumbe [558 Fulton St. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 935-9700], 
CITIZENSHIP PREP: For im- 
migrants planning on ap- 
plying for US citizenship. 
Registration required. 

Free. 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
and 1:30-4:30 pm. Pros- 
pect Park YMCA [357 Ninth 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-7100], 
www.ymcanyc.org. 


maniacs Brooklyn Cured will provide 
a top-notch buffet- style dinner for the 
boozy party. 

Brooklyn Brewery [79 N. 11th St. 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 486-7422] 
Dec. 31, 8 pm. Tickets $110 ($100 in 
advance). For info, visit www.brooklyn- 
brewery.com. 


FAROS FIESTA 

Forget weddings — have yourself abig, 
fat Greek New Year’s Eve! Enjoy an au- 
thentic, top-notch, four-course Greek din- 


Brooklyn’s worst dad 

Windsor Terrace funnyman is one bad dad — onstage 


Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2012! 


25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a cocktail party in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field. 

Name of nominee: 

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) 


How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 


Phone:_ 


Email:_ 


tmm 


IPLSIIS4 I lift 


Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com 
or fax this form to 71 8-260-2579 • Att: Stephanie Stellaccio 


Or mail this form to: 

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction 
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center 
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio 


9 DAYS... 


Continued from page 6 

authors Beth Griffenhagen 
and Rachel Kramer Bussell, 
authors of "All the Single 
Ladies." Free. 7 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-11222], www.word- 
brooklyn.com. 


FRI, JAN. 6 


FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 
30. 


SAT, JAN. 7 


PERFORMANCE 

DANCE, LAYARD THOMP- 
SON AND REBECCA 
PATEK: Suggested do- 
nation. 5 pm. Center for 
Performance Research 


LGBTQ 


WEDDING 
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Hey, kid, get over it! 



By Scott Sager 


T his year, my younger 
daughter’s 14th birth- 
day is the day after 
Christmas. Obviously, her 
13 other birthdays have also 
been the day after Christmas, 
so each year she faces the same 
emotional burden of this unfor- 
tunate timing. Iunderstandher 
dilemma, wanting her birth- 


day to be special, to feel cele- 
brated andhonored,butthe oc- 
casion often gets lost or diluted 
in the larger holiday cocktail 
surrounding her day. 

So how do I help her face 
this annual disappointment 
while still making it clear 
that there are things in life you 


adult eyes, the answer seems 
clear, she just has to get over 
it, learn to accept the immu- 
table facts. But if I try say- 
ing this, well, it never helps 
the situation, instead bring- 
ing on tears and accusations 
that I don’t care or don’t un- 
derstand. This is my dilemma, 
I want to do something to help 


ease herregret but 
I’ve finally real- 
ized there’s no 
way I can make 
her accept this 
reality of life — 
whether we call 
it Boxing Day, or 
Dec. 26, her birth- 
day is never going to move 
somewhere else on the cal- 
endar. 

Oh, I’ve tried different strat- 
egies. When she was little, we 
would have her parties before 
or after school vacation just to 
get friends through the door. 
Let’s face it, a birthday cele- 
bration the day after Santa’s 
visit is as exciting as having 
a fruitcake with candles on it. 
We didn’t go overboard, but I 
suspect we put more into those 
parties than we did for her sis- 
ter, who has an easy and prac- 
tical March birthday. 

We’ve used the vacation to 
go on special birthday trips but 
no matter where we are, she’s 
stuck with a small crowd, a 
fancy dessert with lots of 
whipped cream and a slice 
of cake with a candle on it. 

I’ve suggested that my girl 
gets a good deal, though she 
doesn’t see it that way. She 
receives an attentive family 
observance each Dec. 26 and 
ANOTHERparty with friends 


a couple of weeks before or 
after. 

But logic has nothing to do 
with this. She’s convinced she 
often gets short shrift on pres- 
ents, receiving combinedbirth- 
day/Christmas packages from 
aunts and uncles, rather than 
separate gifts. She receives an 
entire year’s offerings within a 
week, then 357 days of nothing. 
More importantly, she never 
gets that hoped-for moment 
in the emotional spotlight on 
HER day. I thought this would 
get easier with age and per- 
spective. Not so much. 

We all have things about 
ourselves and our lives that 
we don’t like. My wife is 
short. I’m short AND bald. 
Some people hate their noses, 
others their towns. Kids, es- 
pecially, have little control 
over the big issues in their 
lives. But teaching accep- 
tance feels impossible. I 
want to believe as a parent 
I can teach my kids any life 
lesson. In reality, there are 


just can’t change? Through my 


7 = BROOKLYN - 7 . 

Fencing Center 


62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) 

(718) 522-5822 
www.BrooklynFencing.com 



FENCE COMPETITIVELY 
R JUST FOR FUN! 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 
proud to be Brooklyn's first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 
the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages! 


Group Classes 

beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults 

Private Lessons • Summer Camps 


UJE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 


things they have to learn for 
themselves. 

Acceptance is one of those 
things, something that hope- 
fully comes with age. With a 
birthday in the midst of the 
holiday season, I can encour- 
age my daughter to be grate- 
ful for what she has and what 
she receives. She is lucky to 
garner presents at all, fortu- 
nate for parties and blessed to 
have people around who love 
her and gladly sing happy 
birthday, even if it is two 
weeks late. If she can just 
set aside the disappointment 
over things not being the way 
she wants them, it’s a won- 
derful life. But I can’t do this 
for her. As clear as the situa- 
tion seems to me, I am pow- 
erless to make her see things 
in a different way. As much 
as I want her to get over her 
sadness and move on, she’s 
going to have to figure this 
out for herself. 

So this year, as I put to- 
gether her birthday cele- 
brations — the small fam- 
ily one and the bigger one 
for friends — I’m going to 
listen to her complaints, ac- 
knowledge her feelings, set 
aside my need to act and in- 
tervene and let her emotions 
run their course. If she’s able 
to appreciate having friends 
and family to share the oc- 
casion with and feel a lit- 
tle less burdened by the un- 
changeable facts of her life, 
that would be the best birth- 
day gift of all. 



JtU00S 

DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY N IGHT!! 

With a Dinner Entree or Special 
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 
After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 



Come Together 
with Family & Friends 


SPOT 


2 floors of Restaurant and play Space 


81 ATLANTIC AVE (@HlCKS) 718-923-9710 
Mon-Wed 10am— 6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm 
WWW.TMEMOXIESPOT.COM 


EVENING 


Beatles Rockband 


IM1W1 MUM" Fri Movie Night. 


1st Saturdays, 6p I 2nd Sats, Gp I 3rd Sats, 6p 


Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Evening Activities are all Free, 
Weekday Kid Fee is S2.50/child 

EUlifflU BUM 

Dance Around 

DAYTIME 

Tu 11a 

M/W/F 12p 

Th 11a 

Check tfiemoxie5POT.com for 
Special Events & Details 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 


WINTER PERFORMING 
ARTS CLASSES 


January 3 - March 22, 2012 

REGISTER NOWt 

Brooklyn Players, celebrating our I Oth anniversary, runs 
performing arts classes in Park Slope for first graders 
through adults during the school year 

Small classes 
with individual 
attention in a cozy, 
professional, and 
nurturing environment 

Classes in singing and vocal 
technique, theater, musical 
theater, and beginning and 
advanced-beginning guitar 

Corinne Goodman, Director 

718-965-3150 

www.brooklynplayers.com 



MEMORIES 

that last a lifetime 

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP 

FUN & FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1902 

• 60 Miles North of NYC 

• Boys & Girls 7-15 

• High & Low Ropes Course 

• 40-ft Climbing Tower 

• Gorgeous Hiking Trails 

• Olympics • Carnival 

• Israeli Day 

• Sports Tournaments 

• Music & Theater 

• Overnights 

$ 1,000 Savings 
for first-time campers 
Scholarships available 
based on need 


Join us for our 110th Anniversary 

212 - 924-3131 

www.surpriselake.org 

QZEZZT&i L 





FOLLOW US ON 

buiikker 

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper 


TWO WAYS TO LOVE 


Ttu> Rivi i 

'hm Pmipr 


■lyn MriAjjizr 


IN PRINT 

Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown, Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge. Each 
print edition delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world's best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It's one-stop shopping 
with excitement on every page. 





f|VE GUYS 


ON THE WEB 

No one else — no blog, 
no website, no "news 
aggregator" — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 
news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn. 





THE BROOKLYN PAPER 
and BroeklynPaper.com 

Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn! 


www.NYParenting.com 





Where every family matters and 
where New York parents find help, 
info and support. 


Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and 
ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone's a winner. 

Log-in, enter & find out. 


NYParenting Media/CNG 

NYParenting@cnglocal.com * 718-260-4554 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 12/22/2011, 
bearing Index Number 
NC-001235-1 1/KI,a copy of 
which may be examined at 
the Office of the Clerk, lo- 
cated at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Phoebe (Last) 
Huang. My present name 
is (First)Vivian (Middle) Shi 
Yao (Last) Huang (infant). 
My present address is 925 
59th St 4 FI., Brooklyn, NY 
11219. My place of birth is 
Lansing, Michigan. My date 
of birth is June 20, 2007 

NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 12/22/2011, 
bearing Index Number 
NC-001237-1 1/KI,a copy of 
which may be examined at 
the Office of the Clerk, lo- 
cated at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Kingsley (Last) 
Huang. My present name 
is (First) Quentin (Middle) 
Tobie (Last) Huang (in- 
fant). My present address 
is 925 59th Street, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11219. My place of 


birth is Libertyville, Lake 
County, Illinois. My date of 
birth is January 04, 2009. 

Public hearing notice - De- 
partment of Consumer Af- 
fairs scheduled a hearing 
at 2pm on Wednesday 
January 4, 2012 at 66 John 
Street, 11th floor to consid- 
er a petition by Osteria il 
Paiolo to establish, main- 
tain and operate and unen- 
closed sidewalk cafe' at 
106 North 6th Street in 
Brooklyn. Requests for 
copies of the proposed re- 
vocable consent agree- 
ment may be addressed to: 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs, Attn: FOIL Officer 
42 Broadway, New York 
10004 

FAMILY COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF KINGS 
File#: 165514 Docket#: 

V-1 4452-10 V-1 4453-10 
In the Matter of a Custo- 
dy/Visitation Proceeding 
Rosalia Lino Mora, Peti- 
tioner, -against- Starsky 
Zapata Lino, Marilu Garista 
Maldonando, Respon- 
dents. 

IN THE NAME OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK: To: Marilu 
Garista Maldonado 
A petition under Article 6 of 


the Family Court Act hav- 
ing been filed with this 
Court, and annexed hereto 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM- 
MONED to appear before 
this court on Date/Time: 
February 16, 2012 at 2:30 
PM Purpose: Return of 

Process Part: 14A 

Floor/Room: Floor 9/Room 
9010 Presiding: Hon. In- 

grid Joseph Location: 330 
Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 
11201 to answer the peti- 
tion and to be dealt with in 
accordance with the Family 
Court Act. 

On your failure to appear 
as herein directed, a war- 
rant may be issued for your 
arrest. 

Dated: December 13, 201 1 
Robert Ratanski, Clerk of 
Court 

NOTICE: Family Court 

§1 54(c) provides that peti- 
tions brought pursuant to 
Article 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 of 
the Family Court Act, in 
which an order of protec- 
tion is sought or in which a 
violation of an order of pro- 
tection is alleged, may be 
served outside the State of 
New York upon a Respon- 
dent who is not a resident 
or domiciliary of the State 
of New York. If no other 
grounds for obtaining per- 
sonal jurisdiction over the 


Respondent exist aside 
from the application of this 
provision, the exercise of 
personal jurisdiction over 
the respondent is limited to 
the issue of the request for, 
or alleged violation of, the 
order of protection. Where 
the Respondent has been 
served with this summons 
and petition does not ap- 
pear, the Family Court may 
proceed to a hearing with 
respect to issuance or en- 
forcement of the order of 
protection. 

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK COUNTY OF 

KINGS Index No. 

19222/2011 Date of Filing: 
Plaintiff designates Kings 
County as the place of trial. 
Venue is based upon 
County in which premises 
are situated. 

SUPPLEMENTAL SUM- 
MONS NYCTL 201 0-A 
TRUST and THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON 
as Collateral Agent and 
Custodian, Plaintiffs, 
against- J.E. ROBERTS 
HOLDINGS, INC., ANTHO- 
NY VIOLA, individually and 
d/b/a ANTHONY VIOLA 
REALTY, ANNA VIOLA, if 
living, and if he/she be 
dead, his/her representa- 
tives, heirs at law, next of 


kin, distributees, executors, 
administrators, trustees, 
devisees, legatees, assign- 
ees, lienors, creditors, and 
successors in interest, and 
generally all persons hav- 
ing or claiming under, by or 
through said defendant 
who may be deceased, by 
purchase, inheritance, lien 
or otherwise, any right, title 
or interest in and to the 
premises described in the 
amended complaint herein, 
PAM HOLDING CORR, 
NEW YORK CITY HUMAN 
RESOURCES ADMINIS- 
TRATION/DEPARTMENT 
OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 
UNLIMITED LYNX, INC., 
CITY OF NEW YORK DE- 
PARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
CITY OF NEW YORK EN- 
VIRONMENTAL CON- 
TROL BOARD, NEW 
YORK STATE DEPART- 
MENT OF TAXATION & 
FINANCE, THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA - 
INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE, “John Doe No. 
1” through “John Doe No. 
100” inclusive, the names 
of the last 100 defendants 
being unknown to plaintiff, 
it being intended to desig- 
nate fee owners, tenants or 
occupants of the tax lien 
premises and/or persons or 
parties having or claiming 


an interest in or a lien upon 
the subject property, if the 
aforesaid individual defen- 
dants are living, and if any 
or all of said individual de- 
fendants be dead, their 
heirs at law, next of kin, 
distributees, executors, ad- 
ministrators, trustees, com- 
mittees, devisees, lega- 
tees, and the assignees, li- 
enors, creditors and suc- 
cessors in interest of them, 
and generally all persons 
having or claiming under, 
by, through, or against the 
said defendants named as 
a class, of any right, title, or 
interest in or lien upon the 
premises described in the 
complaint herein, Defen- 
dants. Tax Lien Foreclo- 
sure Block: 357; Lot: 34 
a/k/a 290 Columbia Street 
Brooklyn, New York To the 
above named Defendants 
You are hereby summoned 
to answer the complaint in 
this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if 
the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to 
serve a notice of appear- 
ance, on the Plaintiff’s At- 
torney^) within twenty (20) 
days after the service of 
this summons, exclusive of 
the day of service (or within 
thirty (30) days after the 
service is complete if this 


summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the 
State of New York); and in 
case of your failure to ap- 
pear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you 
by default for the relief de- 
manded in the complaint. 
Notice of Nature of Action 
and Relief Sought The Ob- 
ject of the above entitled 
action is to foreclose a tax 
lien for the amount due and 
interest, recorded in the of- 
fice of the Register/Clerk of 
the County of Kings on the 
18th day of August, 2010 
and bearing City Register 
File Number (“CRFN”) 

20100000279055 covering 
premises described as fol- 
lows: ADDRESS: ...290 Co- 
lumbia Street BLOCK: .. 357 
LOT: 34 COUNTY: Kings 
The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judg- 
ment directing the sale of 
the premises described 

above to satisfy the debt 
secured by the tax lien de- 
scribed above. Plaintiff 

designates Kings County 
as the place of trial. Venue 
is based upon the county 
where the Property being 
foreclosed upon is located. 
NOTICE YOU ARE IN 

DANGER OF LOSING 
YOUR HOME If you do not 
respond to this summons 


and complaint by serving a 
copy of the answer on the 
attorney for the Plaintiff 
who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you 
and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judg- 
ment may be entered and 
you may lose your home. 
Speak to an attorney or go 
to the court where your 
case is pending for further 
information on how to an- 
swer the summons and 
complaint and protect your 
property. Sending a pay- 
ment to the Plaintiff will not 
stop this foreclosure action. 
YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT. Dated:.. ..December 
22, 2011 New York, New 
York THE LAW OFFICE 
OF THOMAS P.MALONE, 
PLLC By: 


Thomas P. 

Malone Attorneys for Plain- 
tiffs 60 East 42nd Street, 
Suite 1540 New York, New 
York 10165 Ph: 
(212) 867-0500 


National Classifieds 



Cadnet Ads 


Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have purchased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer “employment” 
but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or give out your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company does business over the phone it’s illegal to request any before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada. 



ADOPTION 


PREGNANT? CONSIDER- 
ING ADOPTION? You 
choose from families na- 
tionwide. LIVING EXPENS- 
ES PAID. Abby’s One True 
Gift Adoptions. 

866-413-6292, 24/7 Void/Il- 
linois 




AUTOMOTIVE 


CASH FOR CARS, Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow- 
ing. Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784 


AUTOMOTIVE 


TOP CASH FOR CARS, 
Any CarATruck, Running or 
Not. Call for INSTANT of- 
fer: 1-800-454-6951 


WANTED JAPANESE MO- 
TORCYCLES KAWASAKI 
1970-1980 Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ 1000, H2-750, HI -500, 
SI -250, S2-250, S2-350, 

S3-400 CASH. 

1-800-772-1142, 
1-310-721-0726 usa@clas- 
sicrunners.com 


EDUCATION 


ATTEND COLLEGE ON- 
LINE from Home. *Medical, 
*Business, ‘Criminal Jus- 
tice. Job placement assis- 
tance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
Call 800-494-3586 

www.CenturaOnline.com 

WORK ON JET ENGINES 
- Train for hands on Avia- 
tion Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 
(866)453-6204 or visit 
www.fixjets.com 


INCOME 

OPPORTUNITIES 


MYSTERY SHOPPERS! 
Earn up to $150 daily. Get 
paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
1-888-750-0193. 


PHONE ACTRESSES 
FROM HOME Best Pay- 
Outs, Busy System Week- 
ends a Must! Land 
Line/Good Voice 

1-800-403-7772 lipser- 
vice.net 


EMPLOYMENT 




PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All employment advertised herein is subject 
to section 296 of the human rights law, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limi- 
tation or discrimination because of race, color, 
creed, national origin, disability, marital status, 
sex, age, sexual orientation, or arrest conviction 
record, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Title 29, U.S. Code, 
Chap 630, excludes the Federal Gov’t from the 
age discrimination provisions. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
employment which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are informed that employment offerings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


HELP WANTED I HELP WANTED 



Brooklyn College of the 
City University of New York 
seeks Assistant Professor, 
Department of Sociology at 
Brooklyn Campus. Please 
mail resumes to 
Attn: Recruitment/HR, 
2900 Bedford Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11210, quote 
job #BIL200. 


HKM SERVICES 

Immediate Placement 
Companions/ HHA 
Child Care, Nannies 
Housekeepers, Cleaning 
Jobs. CNA/ HHA Classes 
Avail. Lie. & Bonded. 
718 - 575-1700 
718 - 575-0887 


HELP WANTED 


Need Additional 
Income? 

Learn to operate a 
Mini-Office Outlet from 
home. Free online training, 
flexible hours, great 
income potential. 
http://www. 
symbiotic-living.com 


Need a Hand P 
Check out our 
Handyman 
Section 

To get 
The Help 
You’ve Been 
Waiting For! 




Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call Today 

718 - 260-2588 


JOB 

INFORMATION 


DeBlasio Warns 
Consumers About 
Classified Ads 
Toll numbers may be 
a direct line to trouble. 
Classified ads are intended 
to help people by facilitat- 
ing communication and 
advertising available ser- 
vices; however, some of 
the hotlines & service num- 
bers in classifieds actually 
hurt the people who rely on 
them by cheating them of 
their hard-earned dollars. 
“Most newspapers print a 
disclaimer in their classified 
ad section to warn readers 
about numbers that are a 
direct line to trouble. Any 
number starting with 900, 
540, 595 or 871 charges a 
fee beyond a local call. In 
some instances, ads initial- 
ly advertise calls to a local 
number, but then direct 
callers to a second number 
starting with one of the 
paid exchanges. “Consu- 
mers must also question 
the legitimacy of vague 
classifieds because they 
too could be a scam. Be- 
fore responding to an ad, 
consumers should verify 
the source of all informa- 
tion & always be wary 
about sending money or 
signing a contract with an 
unknown party.” 

Office of the 
Public Advocate 



Money 

2 On. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


$$OLD GUITARS WANT- 
ED$$ Gibson, Fender, 
Martin, Gretsch. 1920’s to 
1980’s. Top Dollar paid. 
Toll Free: 1-866-433-8277 

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 only 
2( 25x28), 30x40, 40x60, 
50x100. Selling For Bal- 
ance Owed! Free Delivery! 
1-800-462-7930x252 

Wants to purchase miner- 
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
PO. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WANTED DIABETES 
TEST STRIPS Any 
kind/brand. Unexpired up 
to $22.00. Shipping Paid 
Hablamos espanol 

1-800-267-9895 www.sell- 
diabeticstrips.com 


YEARBOOKS “Up to $15 
paid for high school year- 
books 1900-1988. year- 
bookusa@yahoo.com or 
972-768-1338.” 


REAL ESTATE ) 

Find What You Are 
looking for 
Right Here in 
Our classified 
Pages 

***FREE Foreclosure List- 
ings*** OVER 400,000 
properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 
800-250-2043. 

To Advertise Call 
718-260-2588 


Looking for New 
Customers? 

Do You Need 
More Business ? 


i 


We Can Help 1 
Call 

718 - 260-2588 


Thinking of Selling Your House? 

To Advertise Call 

718 - 260-2588 
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Home Improvement 


CARPENTRY 


CARPENTRY PLUS 

• Closets • Hardwood Floors 

• Wall Units • Taping to finish 

• Window Installation 

• Kitchens • Tile Work 
Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


CONSTRUCTION 




FREE ESTIMATES 


NEW HEIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

Siding • Windows • Roofing 
Fences • Kitchens • Painting • Baths 
Basements • Decks • Doors 
Awnings • Patio Enclosures 
Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco 
VISIT OUR ONLINE 
SHOWROOM 

800 - 525-5102 

718 - 767-0044 

www.newheightsconstructionny.com 


Religious Services 



SYNAGOGUES 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 
Fri. nights at 6:30 pm 
Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 

Adult Ed, Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

718-768-1453 



SAVE 

MONEY 




BY SHOPPING 
IN OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


NEW HOPE 
MINISTRY 

at Grace United 
Methodist Church 

33 Seventh Ave. 

(cor. St. John’s Place) 

Offers you the following programs: 

Exercise Class on 
Tues. 7:00PM-7:45PM 
$25.00 per mth 

Kickboxing for Adults and Youth 
Every Sat. at 2PM-3PM 
Youth are ages 8 to 18 yrs (FREE). 
Over 18 yrs are $25 per mth 

Bible Study - 
Sat. from 4:00-6:00PM 
Service -Sun. 12/18/11 at 4:00pm 
Come and Enjoy! 


Smart Shoppers 
Shop at 

www.BoroDeal.com 


CONTRACTORS II ELECTRICIANS 


Chris Mullins 


CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing • Bathrooms 
Kitchens • Carpentry 
All Renovations 
Brickwork • Dormers 
Extensions • Windows 
Waterproofing 




License # 0982130 
Comp. Disability & Liability 


FREE ESTIMATES 


718-276-8558 


DECKS 


DECKS 


by Bart 




ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

20+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
718-287-1510 
718-940-1327 

800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./ Archit. Enginr. 
DecksByB artN Y C .com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


ALECTRA inc 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job loo big, no job loo smlli 
Specializing in Power Failure Generators 
Call me. Anthony llliano 


718 - 522-3893 


R.N. ELECTRICAL CO. 
INC. 


W 1 

r 


NYC Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractors 
We Keep You In Power 
with the Best Rates! 


Call Gus: 

646-258-1025 

rnelectricalnyc.com 


Find What You Are 
looking for 
Right Here in 
Our classified 
Pages 


Professional Services 


ARCHITECTS llPSYCHOTHERAPY 


AWARD WINNING /LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY11217 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Licensed Prof’l Services 
Dream Analysis (Jung’s 
Approach). Conflict Reso- 
lution, Relationship(s), 
History, Art, Symbol. 
Paul Stein, LMSW, Ph.D. 
E32nd& Park Av, NYC 
646-709-8634 
dreamsphd@gmail.com 


GARDENING I MOVERS- LICENSED PAINTING 


1 


“mmimimB 

mmrstm” 

Fall is Spring Bulb Planting Season! 
Close Gardens for Winter. 

Leaf Clean-Up, 

Fall Fertilization & Maintenance! 

Design, Installation, General Clean-Ups. 
Seasonal & Holiday Plantings 

YOUK COMPLETE mVEMEK: 

Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


D&G 

Handyman 

Repairs & 

Home Improvements 
of All Kinds 
BIG & small 

Reasonable Prices 

Cell: 347-742-0181 

www.DGHandyman.com 


KBM Cleaning & 
Mechanical Construction 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 
Painting • Staircases 
Piping • Heating 
Violations Removed 
FREE ESTIMATE 
17181 763-0379 

Licensed and Insured 0692308 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 

2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr. 

3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr. 

4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr. 

Licensed & Insured ||J 

www.Arikmoving.com 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 

The Company has the right to change prices any time. 


A-1 

JAYS WAY MOVING 

Family owned and operated 
for 3 generations. 

For the lowest rates and best 
quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 
2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718 - 763-1435 


PAINTING 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 
LIC. #0864865 

718 - 871-1504 


Miscellaneous 


AUTOS FOR SALE II AUTOS WANTED 


NISSAN MAXIMA SE, 
1999, manual stick shift, 
fully loaded, leather inter, 
moon roof, extra clean 
$3,200. 347-245-5845 


Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call Today 

718-260-2588 


Help Raise 
Funds for the Needy! 

$500+ Cash on Pickup 
DONATE! JUNK CARS 
WANTED! We pick up any 
Car, Van or Truck. 

Free Cruise to the Baha- 
mas! 

Call: 718-676-0670 
718-676-0671 

www.wepaycashforjunkcars.com 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 

H FINEST 

T QUALITY 
PAINTING 

at *Discount Prices* 
Marvin Rosenberg 
718 - 260-9419 
347 - 406-4365 


PLUMBING 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ CD Plumbing H H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS* YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ROOFING 


BENSON ROOFING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
EST. 1992 

Specializing in All Types of Roofing 
Flat & Single Roofs - Chimney 
Gutters • Leaders • Skylights 
Waterproofing • Free Estimates 

All Work Guaranteed • Fully Insured • tic 1372787 

Any Type of Repair 

mi 718-382-4449 

www.bensonroofing.us 


UPHOLSTERY 


PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 

• Livingroom Furniture 

• Kitchen & Dining Chairs 
LuS • New Foam Cushions 

(p I • Slipcovers 

• Window Treatments 

] 1 & Verticals 

• Table Pads 

Over 25 Years with The Brooklyn Paper 

(718) 263-8383 



We Always have 

lob Openings In Our 
Help wanted Section 
We Might Have One for You 


To Advertise Call 718-260-2588 








Check out our 
Real Estate Sections 
For more Options on 
Rentals, Sales, Condos and lot 
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GRAND OPENING GOING ON NOW! 



218 MYRTLE AVENUE. BROOKLYN 


347-382-8082 or 347-382-8083 • www.redapplenyc.com 

Hours: Monday— Saturday 7am-1 Opm • Sunday 7am-9pm 


CHECK OUT THESE GREAT SPECIALS 


Prices 

Effective 

12/30/11-1/5/12 


Tyson 

Chicken Win 
Sections 

$199 


Pkg. 




Fresh 


Pork 
Spare R 

$499 






ASSORTED 

VARIETIES 



1 2 oz. Cans 


Grade A 


Paseo 
Bath Tissu 

2/ $ 3 



Whole 
Chick 

99 < 


Southern 

Collard 




Poland Spring 
Water 

3/ $ 2 


33.8 oz. 



ShopRite 

American Cheese or 
Store Baked Havfife 


Jumbo n 1 

Snow CrafcjSTI 

$099 AM 1 

Golden 1 

Bana 

49«. 

Ripe 

nas 

Imported 
6 oz.. Container 

Blackberries 

3/ $ 3 

1 


McCadam 
Cheddar Cheese 




$^99 


8 oz. 



Friendly's 
Ice Crea 

$J99 


48 oz. 



ASSORTED 

VARIETIES 


ShopRite 
Sour Crea 
$*19 



Sour 

Cream 


16 oz. 


Simply Orange 
Orange Juic 

2/ $ 5 


ASSORTED 

VARIETIES 


59 oz. 



WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF MEAT, PRODUCE, DELI, DAIRY 
FROZEN & BAKERY AS WELL AS GROCERY ITEMS INCLUDING 



ALL AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES! 


D APP 


Chock Full O'Nuts Cafe • ATM Machine • Delivery • Lotto 
Senior Citizen Discount* • Bonus Savings Card* • EBT • WIC Coming Soon 





^See Store For Details 













